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* Formerly a Butcher in he Boxoven,  - 


Then Officer to the Sheri of SURRY, | 


8 | Afterwards Officer to the Sheriff 2 MI D P L ESEX, 
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Pt hg Corrected, an ad Nes les 7 8 
Containing, among. other adgitianal Facts, not enerally known, 
thopgh inſamqhſiy cruel and opprefiive,' it Exrrardinary | 
Caſe of Jun WII eInsox, who in 1768*was-reduged to 

Beggary and id from a happy Situarign? i in Life, 


rv ib an AP PE N HIN. ES Bos 
15 which is given an authentic Summary of his Trial at tbe 
Old Bailey; an Account of his Beh»viour prior to, and after 
bis Convidtion 3 bis Treaty, in the Cells of Newpa e, wi, 
Capraio D. for a Reſpite ; the Interpoſition of tne Hon: Me. 8 
H. Uncle to Bord S. in his Favour ; his flange Declaration 
to the Ordinary of Newgate, and an unbiaſſed Bee of - 
his Deportment at the Place cf Execution. 5 
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HE public may perhaps deſite to be 
| acquainted with the parentage of 


. 2 i Th hs 3, * N 
to our plan, we are happy to have it, in our 
ower to gratify their curioſity. He is the 


@ © & + . 


Jon of a butcher in — ſhire, and was bred to 
the ſame buſineſs; we might here take nok 
. tice of the many retlections that are thrown, = 


out againſt him when 'prentice,, of his ip- 


' humanity to the brute ſpecies; but this would. 


' evidently prove our intention ill-natured. _ , 
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- . our hero; though no ways neceſſa , 
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2 = 2 File firſt "ppeargnce in le, for Fimeelt, N 
11 was in ſetting up in the aboye buſineſs, in 
"ſhop the corner ef Falcen⸗Court, facing St. 
* George 's Church, in the Borough of South- 
wark, and at one time .carryed. on a pretty 
_ extenſive. trade; but his vices (which- have 
now brought him to his preſent unhappy 
condition) ſoon began to hamper his circum- 
ſtances: he was fond of gaming, and was al- 

ways to be found the foremoſt in all the races 
within fifty miles of London, in which his 
ſucceſs was not equal to the diligence with 
which he purſued them; his loſs. of time 
was alſo ſenſibly felt by him, his buſineſs be- 
ing neglected, conſequently fell off, and he 
on found himſelf under the neceſſity of 
quitting it, for a very good reaſon —as 1 it had 
almoſt quitted him. 


There never perhaps was a man ſo fond of 
bragging and making a figure, as he was al- 
ways endeavouring to appear above his cir- | 
cCiumſtances; the following little ſtöry of him 

bghowever trifling) . ſerve to gs his s very 


1 mean pride: | 
. +" Ot . 5 


Our hero's circumſtances i in bülneg ine 
latterly, as we obſerved, 'in'a declining - Way 
> and of courſe money ſhort; his credit t 


none of the beſt; no truſt was therefore * 
e1 * 4 5 y Pe. * 
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man. e 
his hop empty on a 3 be choughes = 
reflected on him, he had therefore recouſe 
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” | to a droll expedient:— the inner part of his 
ſhop was hung full of joints of meat, very 
naturally painted ſor the purpoſe, and, when 
* engquired after by a cuſtomer, were d to be 
8 end ſold. | 
. laſt he entirely quitted trade, being with ß 
4 out credit or cuſtom, and having every requi . 
s ſite, VIZ. inhumanity, avarice, lying, preva- 
q Tication, cunning, double-dealing, &c. that 
could adarn the breaſt of a modern bailiff, 
thought himſclf duly qualified, and therefore 
8 doubted not of Gras in the very honourable 
and lucrative employment of a Sheriff's 

a e. | 


He therefore applied to the Sheriffs of 
; and on giving the uſual fecurities of 
bondſmen, (which he never was at a loſs to 
racure) he was admitted an officer to the 
Sheriff of Surry. His long acquaintance with 
many gentlemen of the ſame profeſſion, and 
the ſeveral difliculties he had been in him 
elf, gave him a tolerable inſight into the buu- 
ſineſs— a bulineſs that bas been the igtire 1 25 2 | 


ruis of many honeſt perſons in Ae 8 
5 Sr circun- i 
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_- „ Tris not "thoſe in Hb 
PP circumſtances, who feed fat theſe peſts of 
8 ſociety, though it muſt indeed be owned 


ſometimes uſeful men ; they are above their 
arts, and therefore ſcorn any connections 
with them; it is only thoſe who, fearing the 
* iron hand of unrelenting creditors, become 
„ their prey, and buy their favours at a golden 
1 rate; it is not the allowance that the law 
makes them, the caption fee, (10s.) that 
could enable theſe harpies to figure in the 
manner they do, kcep livery ſervants, horſes 
and country houſes; it 15 the bribe extorted 9 
from the unfortunate that enables them to 
enter into every extravagance, and even out- 
ſhine men of birth, fortune and character. 
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But we ſhall not enlarge any farther on 
this head, or point out how many have ac- 
quired fortunes in this very lucrative employ- 
ment; the legiſlature begins to ſee through 

the ill policy of arreſts for debt, according 
to the preſent mode; and it is not therefore 
doubted, but as they ſo plainly ſee the evil, 


they will in their great wiſdom be as ready 
to redreſs 1 It. . 
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But to return to our hero.—Being now in- 
oe a duced into office, his firſt care was to look” 
8 - out for a | houſe fic for his raren to carry 
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508 p ane 468 as [ix Aloe was the Way 
Xo mike money like the reſt of his brethren; 
he only laughed at the caption fee, and gave 
it commonly to his follower; he aimed at 


higher game ; luckily the large houſe at the 


bottom of the court, (Falcon-court) at the 


corner of which he kept his ſhop, was to let; 
this he took and entered immediately, and 


having married a ſecond wife, (his firſt now 


ſaid to be living, and in the workhouſe in 
Bermondley,) the ſiſter to Capt. MacN-m-r, 
in the India ſervice, he men to figure 0 
in his ne w calling. 


of | 


The houſe he took in Falcon-court was 2 


ſpacious manſion, (now divided into two 


& 7 
at 


dwellings) and was immediately furniſhed 
and fitted up as a ſpunging-houſe, (a very 


proper term) ; here he brought his priſoners, 
thoſe who/ had any money left from their 
misfortunes; for the poor, he ſeldom troubled 
his head about them: his houſe was calcu- 


lated only for thoſe who could pay a great 


deal of money for a very little civility ; they 
were welcome to ſtay (if their money held 
- out) all the long vacation, and if, on the 


return of the writ, they went to priſon, the 


reluctance which he expreſſed, when he 


133 Parted with them, was s always nc 
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Gaming being a a amuſement (nay 


almoſt a trade) of his, having a large yard to 


his houſe, he had furniſhed it with every 


pretty play- thing it would admit of: he had 


made a curious ſet of nine-pins, with an ele- 
gant aſſortment of marbles for taw : when 


night came on to prevent theſe diyerſions, 
there were cards in the houſe to ſupply their 
loſs. By the above means, he commonly 
eaſed his priſoners of their ready caſh and 
trinkets, ſuch as watches, rings, &c. &c. 


and as he was maſter of their perſons, and 


they fearful, after the four and twenty hours, 
of being ſent to priſon, no notice was ever 
taken if he flipped a card, or ſtood to the 
mark at taw or ſkittles; like the monarch of 
the Eaſt, his,will was a law, fic volo ſic Jubeo ; ; 


to priſon inſtantly with the murmurers ; it 


was therefore always held good policy to be 
filent, and, to avoid the horrors conceived of 

confinement in a priſon, to fuffer infinitely 
more in a villainous ſpunging- houſe, 


However iS his a and the 


many douceurs attending it, yet he had ſo 
many vices to drain him of his money, that 


even theſe very great ſupplies (by hi 


many of his «brethren have ſaved fortunes). 
were unequal to his wants : he therefore ran 


in "EM pretty \confiderably, and, unable to 
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ſupport himſelf any longer on his legs, he 
„thought of a ſtatute, (the uſual reſource. of 
the fraudulent) and having always a number 
of people ready to prove him one, he at length 
got himſelf declared a bankrupt, (being ſure 
of number and value to procure him a certi- 
f] tcate)] after having made a proper —_— of 
his furniture and other effects. 


1 The numberleſs pranks he had 1 in 
the county of Surry, had loſt him a, great 
deal of buſineſs, even as an officer; the attor- . 
neys in general complaining of his behaviour, 
had employed other bailiffs, he therefore 
tdthougnht it beſt to change his ſituation to the 
county of Middleſex—a larger field for him 
do diſplay his talents in, and therefore not fo 
eaſy to be detected. 


It is ſurprizing that men, who are noto- 
rious for every wickedneſs to the obtaini 
wealth, ſhould always meet with friends, 
whilſt the honeſt, induſtrious poor ſhould be 
munned on every fide. Bondſinen were pro- 
cured to the ſheriff of Middleſex, and he ſoon 
faw himſelt an officer on this fide the water; 
- an unlucky circumſtance for man y an honeſt 
man and his tamily. 


As his credit was not great, 2s heretofore, 
he was ee to be contented to live in a 
N lower 


1 RIS 
8 
lower degree, and therefore took a houſe ii 
the Savoy, where, however good his incli> © 
nations might be, he had not the oppor: 
tunities of ſhining as a villain in {6 exalted 
a ſphere as in the county of Surry: however 
he gained ground, by profeſſing his attachment 
to the intereſt of his employers, and, being 
pretty much in company; wriggled himſelf 
into buſineſs ; but as vice ſeems to be an i- 
nate principle in his compoſition, We ſhall . ? 
not wonder if he did not forget himſelf. © * 


» 


A gentleman whom he met with, (Whether 
at the gaming-table or horſe-race we cannot 
ſay, for there the pole-catcher and the gen- 
tleman are on a footing; as dice, like death, 
levels all diſtinctions,) employed him to arreſt 
an officer belonging to an Eaſt-Indiaman juft = 
ready for failing, for the ſum of three 
hundred pounds, and, being obliged to go 
into the country, he left the management 
thereof intirely to him, promiſing him at te 
Tame time a handſome preſent if he met with 
the defendant. What a lucky hit! Our hero 
promiſed him to make the affair his own, (and 
ſo he did as the ſequel will ſhew) and to ſet 
about it with unremitted diligence, which he 
actually did, and met with his man; but 
however the plaintiff, after ſome ſtay, re- 

turned to London, but unfortunately for him, © 
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and lucky for our champion, not till Aten 
the ſhip had failed on her voyage, which was 
a trading one, and therefore not ſuppoſed to 


return in leſs than three years. 


He went immediately td know ihe ſucceſs 
of his buſineſs, and whether he had touched 


his man; but he was made acquainted, with 
a very K face, that every ſcheme and 


artifice had been made uſe of, no trouble 
whatſoever ſpared, and then told a hundred 


ſtale tricks that he ſaid they had made uſe of 
to nap him, but all would not do: the fol- 


lower was called in, and though he knew 
nothing about the matter, he took the hint 


from his maſter, and ſwore to every thing he 
faid, added a great deal more of bis own; and 


Iwore to the truth of the whole: 


What wonder if the Seite was de- 


ceived, and rewarded both the maſter and 


man for their trouble; and particulat attention 


to his ſervice? What man but might have 
done the ſame; unleſs by admonition 


pre- acquainted with their Hes and perji- 
tries? 


D hls: the feturn of the.ſhip p, a 
the expiration of the time, and alſo of he 


defendant, ſoon convinced him what little 
1 e 


long as he could. 
| as great lengths as, 


[ TH 
celine is to 4 . to the word, or even the 
oath, of a — officer and his crew. 


Another 5 was taken out, and the at- 


"torney gave the warrant (our hero being at 


a horſe-race) to another officer, and the party 
was eaſily had, (for the ſaid ſum of three 


| hundred pounds) when he was ſurprized at 


being arreſted for a debt which he had al- 


ready diſcharged, and produced, to. ratify 
-what he advanced, our hero's receipt for the 


debt and coſts. It may eaſily be imagined 


how thunderſtruck the plaintiff was at the 
treatment he had received, and alſo that which 
he had offered (though ignorantly) to the de- 


fendant; the matter was very ſoon cleared 


up, and an action brought 9 0 the ſubject 


of theſe memairs, who, with his uſual honeſty, 
went every length the. law would admit, gave 
the gentleman a much trouble, and put bim 


to as much expence as the caſe would allo T 
of, though in the end they were due to fall 
on himſelf; but, as he had a number of theſe Y 
affairs on his hands, he thought thereby | 


gain as much time as poſſible, and as he d 
ſure of a priſon at laſt, to ſtay out of it 
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rt, after he had gone 
Mble, he was ſurren- 
dered, in execution, b. bis bail, -and, by 3 

ed him to the F leet. 4 
Here 1 
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rat, 
Hero it was he became acquainted with 


Mr. Robert H——y, with whom he: was 
ſome time fince engaged in a paper war, to 


the no ſmall entertainment and inſtruction of 
the public, as they were thereby let into many 


ſecrets which could not but be highly ad- 
ee for them to know. 


Mr. Holl—y was his chum (bed-fellow) 


in the Fleet, where he experienced many 


hardſhips, being often without a meal, ar 


money to buy one; for his guondgm friends, 
finding him unable to make retaliation, after 


ground indeed (for even in a priſon he could 


very ſhort time forſook him, and left him to 
ſink or ſwim as well as he could. The Fiyes- 


not leave off gaming) was, naw. and then of 


ſorvice to him ;. the unwary were eyery one 


his prey, and he had the gobd luck to meet 


with ſome of them in the 
no other ſubſiſtance than 


Neet; for he had 
lat he could raiſe 
by play. Indeed his wife (whom, in. juſtice 


we mul} confeſs, from her man amiable 
Aualities, deſerved, a better huſband) did all 


; the could. for him, but, in acknowledgment 


925 


for all her kindneſs, he never met with any 
return but ill- language, and very often a 
beating: indeed hg general behaviour to her, 
when out 'of, prala 


gd expected from a man 
= 4 | e who 


= Rodd mot da is £.- —_—_ Pa 1 


Was very ill-becoming 


[ 12 ] 


| who knew no pity, and was a ſtranger to 


4 


every tender hs... 


Women were among the number of his 


vices; to them indeed he may in ſome mea- 
ſure lay his guilt, as his iniquities were very 


often to furniſh their extravagance ; for as he 


had nothing to recommend him to their no- 
tice, (being a very illiterate man) it will not 
be wondered at, that they ſhould oblige him 
to make up, in money, whatever engaging 
qualities he might want in "himſelf. © Mrs. 
B——d often uſed to expoſtulate with him 
on this head, (for his amours were not un- 


known to her) but all her advice was but 


thrown away upon him; he was deaf to re- 
proof, and very often gave her, in exchange 


for her regard for his welfare, only abuſe and 


blows. Though a bailiff, (a Ration in this 


country, and in every other, looked on as the 


meaneſt of all employments, and to which 


even infamy is in ſome meaſureattached,) yet 


he had all the vices attendant on the | nh ; 
he kept women' and horſes, gamed, ank, 
and was as extravagantly wicked as any man 
could well be; and as -money will, in this 
country, admit a man into almoſt any com- 
pany, however infamous his character, our 
readers will not be ſurprized if 'we ſhould 


tell them, that a bailiff, a pole-catcher, a 
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1351 | 
man alſo of an infamous character, and pub- 
licly known as ſuch, ſhould often be frond | 
in the company of men of worth and repu- 
tation. | PEE, 22 


It were a pity that the public do not pay 
a greater attention to their company than is 
generally done; for, on the ſanction of their 
intimacy, men, who would very juſtly be 
pointed out as infamous, are exempt even 
from contempt, nay more, are received into 
= *ſociety and treated as equals, when they 
'X : ought to be deſpiſed by every honeſt man, 
and avoided, as peſts to the community: yet, 
alas! ſuch is the magic of gold, that it has 
power to. reconcile the greateſt abſurdities, 
and frequently to level the peer with the 
7 : blackguard. - © | ; 
His long continuance in priſon was very 
F - unlucky for a man of his active diſpoſition 
and fertile genius; but all his efforts to ex- 
37  tricate himſelf were fruitleſs, and he was 
doomed to do penance for his crimes, by im- 
priſonment, until the act of inſolvency, when 
be was to be white-waſſied, and appeared as 
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We wiſh we could ſay that he was intirely 
doũ be freed, at the ſame time, from his vices, 
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who knew no pity, and was a ſtranger” to 


tender feeling. 


Women were among the number of his 


vices; to them indeed he may in ſome mea- 
ſure lay his guilt, as his iniquities were very 


often to furniſh their extravagance ; for as he 
had nothing to recommend him to their no- 


tice, (being a very illiterate man) it will not 
be wondered at, that they ſhould oblige him 


to make up, in money, whatever engaging 
qualities he might want in "himſelf. © Mrs. 
B d often uſed to expoſtulate with him 
on this head, (for his amours were not un- 


known to her) but all her advice was but 


thrown away upon him; he was deaf to re- 
proof, and very often gave her, in exchange 


for her regard for his welfare, only abuſe and 


blows. Though a bailiff, (a ſtation in this 


country, and in every other, looked on as the 


meaneſt of all employments, and to which 


even infamy is in ſome meaſure attached, ) yet 


he had all the vices attendant on the you: ; 
he kept women and horſes, gamed, 


and was as extravagantly wicked as any man 


could well be; and as -money will, in this 


country, admit a man into almoſt any com 


pany, however infamous his character, our 
readers will not be ſurprized if we _— 


tell them, that a bailiff, a pole-catcher, a 
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man alſo of an infamous character, 7 
licly known as ſuch, ſhould often be found 
in the company of men of worth and repu- 


It were a pity that the public do not pay 
g greater attention to their company than is 
generally done; for, on the ſanction of their 
> intimacy; men, who would very juſtly be 
pointed out as infamous, are exempt even 
from contempt, nay more, are received into 
> * ſociety and treated as equals, when they 
# : ought to be deſpiſed by every honeſt man, 
and ayoided, as peſts to the community: yet, 
alas! ſuch is the magic of gold, that it has 
power to. reconcile the greateſt abſurdities, 
and frequently to level the peer with the 
| : blackguard. - wet 


* 


His long continuance in priſon was very 
unlucky for a man of his active diſpoſition 
X - and fertile genius; but all his efforts to ex- 
X - tricate himſelf were fruitleſs, and he was 
doomed: to do penance for his crimes, by im- 
priſonment, until the act of inſolvency, when 
be was to be white-waſlied, and appeared as 
Wa SOT Bo 

Ss OS 


We wiſh we could ſay that he was intirely 


do be freed, at the {ame time, from his vices, 
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together, only improve upon 
vices; each one rec 
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a3 well as his debts; but that reformation can 
nevet be expected from à priſon; bad, but 
ects are ever to be perceived from 
thoſe who have been confined in one; huddled 


together in a ſmall ſpace, they are generally 


zcquainted with each other, and, by being 
one another's 
apitulates the ſchemes he 
has made uſe of to — his creditors, and 


evade the laws; others, again, plan ſchemes 
to defraud the 
large, which are generally improved 8 by 
their comrades, and too often put in practice 
when they get their liberty. Exilvomemuni- 
cation always corrupts good manners: nay, 
even thoſe who have gone into a 
knowing in the vices of the town, have 


public, when once again at 


priſen, un- 


rally come out with the moſt corrupted —— 
and thoſe who have gone in little ſinners, 


have come out great rogues. It is a pity ſome 


method cannot be deviſed to prevent the im- 
iſonment of debtors, as | remedy, in- 

| tended by confinement, has been 3 in 

— to be much worſe than he diſcaſe. 


When the legiftatuie thinks proper to paſs 


an act of inſolvency, the fraudulent with the 
Anpfortunate equally partake the clemency of 


overnment, 


ough' intended only to aſſiſt 


© honeſt diftrefid, whom the revengeful 3 
creditor Þ 


J 
coreditor had confined to a priſon, and there 
inhumanly kept; yet the rogue alſo, for whoſe 
= puniſhment perpetual impriſonment would 
7 almoſt be too light, avails himſelf of che of⸗ 
fered mercy, and launches forth again into 
the world for prey, like the lion, ſeeking 
whom he may devour. © © - 


Being cleared of his debts, by delivering 
, up all his effects, (which he had no great 
trouble in doing) Se had the world to begin 
a-frefh; if he had no money, he owed none: 
it was, it is ſuppoſed, to this reaſon that he 
met with fo many friends at his entrance again 
into life; for he was no ſooner at large, but 
by a well-wrought ſtory, and cajaling a Mr. 
n, of St. George's-fields, he per- 
ſuaded him to furniſh for him a houſe which 
he took in Great Shire-lane, Carey- ſtreet, 
L iincoln's-inn- fields. — SHES 


Freſh' bands were again procured to be. 
given to the fheriff, She we NOW once more 
| ſee him an officer to the theriff of Middleſex. 
The houſe he had taken made indeed a gen- 


* teel appearance, being free from thoſe inſig- 
«Aj 4 d i 


nia of a ſpunging-houſe, iron bars; it had 
a a pleaſant garden, and very luckily à dead 

wall, admirably calculated for the game of 
fives, in which he had very much improved 
fs himſelf 
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himſelf during his reſidence in the Fleet: 
here he began to diſplay the meridian luſtre 
of his abilities; his other pranks were but 


petty larceny, compared to what he put in 


practice in Shire-lane; though it would be 
wondered at if, after being ſo long a ſheriff's 
officer, and ſome time a priſoner in the Fleet, 
he ſhould not have improved his extraordi- 
nary genius for rogue ry. 


To avoid any unneceſſary trouble with his 
gueſts about the expences of breakfaſt, din- 
ner and ſupper, he fixed it at ſix ſhillings per 


diem; cat or not it muſt be paid, or priſon 


was the word: a ſervant man in livery waited 


at table, and a fide-board of plate greeted the 


eyes of the unfortunate confined, and an ele- 


gance was attempted, to which he was as 
much a ſtranger as to the many amiable 


qualities that do honour to humanity. 


If a queſtion was put to him, as, How 
he thought his priſoners, already in diſtreſs, 
could afford fix ſhillings a day merely for eat- 


ing, beſides the continual cry of—come, won't 


ou give us a bottle of Hock or Madeira ?” 
his repeated anſwer was, What have I to 
do with that ? If they don't like it, why don't 
they go to gaol ?” 28 
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Beginning the world a-freſh, without any 


" * of debts on his ſhoulders, enabled him 
q for ſome time to live without much dunning 


from his friends; who very generouſly gave 


him time to turn himſelf about before they 


thought of applying for their money; but, 
after waiting a conſiderable time, and he 
making a ſplendid figure, they thought it pro- 
per to put him in mind: ſome he amuſed 


with fine ſtories ; others; that would not 
take words for their goods, got part of their | 
money; but his very good friend, who fur- 
niſhed his houſe, fell a dupe to his own cre- 
dulity, and was fairly chouſed out of the 


whole, to the amount of two hundred pounds: 


7 Grateful reward of friendſhip! 


The united. profits of his houſe, in. punch, 
(contrary to the act againſt ſelling of ſpirits in 
ſpunging-houſes) gaming, of which he made 


© not a trifle, of his priſoners, together with the 


caption fees, and his immoderate charge for 


bail bonds, exacting always one guinea for 


every hundred for which the priſoner was 


charged in the writ, though the ſheriff does 
not allow any officer to demand even five and 


three-pence for any ſum, howevever large it 
may be; even all theſe, with the bribes that 


he received for arreſts, and alſo to prevent 
| chem, were not ſufficient for his extravagance ; 7 
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he was always in ſome ſcrape or other about 
the property of people, which he had ille- | 
gally detained in his hands; on all ſides, he 
was complained of for his want of truth and 
candour ; yet, though fo univerſally known as 
a bad character, no officer perhaps had half 
the buſineſs to tranſact which he had. The 


verge of the court, however ſacred, was of 
no ſervice; no protection to the unfortunate, 
if the plaintiff would but fee him accordingly; 


nay, it is not doubted but he had impudence 
enough to have arreſted any perſon at court, 


if he had found an employer : but his raſh- 


"neſs ſeveral times met with its deſert; he was 
| ſummoned more than once before the board 
of green cloth, and a gentleman whom he 
had arreſted in the verge, diſcharged out of 


the cuſtody of the ſheriff, to ſettle the matter, 


and he obliged by the plaintiff to make good 


the debt. 


About three years ago he gave a proof of | 


90 


his want of even common honeſty, in his 


dealings with two of his very intimate friends, 
D ——, his jackall, and Le B——=, an at- 


torney. 


D had by ſome means (not ſuppoſed 
to be very honeſt ones) got into poſſeſſion of 


a pocket- book, which contained a bill of 


2 thirty 


1 19 1 


bout MF Wvicty pounds on a gentleman of worth and 
le- 3 Fharacter, to whom it was preſented, but 
he 3 refuſed, the gentleman declaring it 
and 1 as picked out of his pocket; a method was 


1 a8 thats to be deviſed how to recover the 
. Lame: our mo and 1 Lo entered into a 


9 ehe money, as ary among themſelee 
to divide it equally,” rol]. each: the gentle- 
man was therefore made acquainted, that 
It, unleſs he immediately paid the bill, an action 
oould be brought againſt him; in anſwer 
to which he ſaid, that they might bring their 
action whenever they would, and that he 
would defend it; but defired; if they did, 
that they would leave it at his attorney's, near 
Chancery-lane, who would immediately put 
Jiu bail toit: this was not what they wanted; 
ag thought, by taking his perſon, they 
might perhaps, by ſome means, get hold of 
3 3 money, and therefore a writ was taker 
out, and by ſending the gentleman: word, à 
1 — would be glad to fpeak to him at the 
EKing's.- arms Tavern, in Bridge-itreet, he 
came, and was: arreſted for the ſaid ſum of 


[ thirty pounds. 


The gentlemarr expreſſed his ſurprias 3 * 
Jae arreſt, as he had acquainted the _—_ | 
D 2 | 0 


Too} 
of the bill, that his attorney would put in 
bail, on notice being ſent to him of an action 


being taken out: our hero pretended to be 
ignorant of the affair, and, ſympathiſing with 
the gentleman, told him, that if detaining 1 


him would be of any ſort of prejudice, he 
had only to leave the amount of the debt and 


coſts in his hands, and then he might put in | 


bail, and have his money returned; that he 


looked on him as a gentleman, and ſhould 


therefore treat him as ſuch. 
l 5 


left money, in his hands, ſufficient to 
diſcharge the debt and coſts; the next day 
the gentleman (by his attorney) called on 
him to put in bail, and have his money re- 
turned, when he gave for anſwer, that the 


money paid him, by the gentleman, was to 


diſcharge the bill . coſts, and that he knew 


nothing about bail being to be put in, and 


thould therefore not trouble his head about 


it. The attorney was at a loſs to account for 


the gentleman's behaviour, not ſuſpecting his; 


The gentleman Grallowed the bait, and a 


but on ſeeing the gentleman, he was affured | 


that he had only lett the money in his bands 


as a ſecurity. He returned again to our hero, 
when he ſtill perſiſted in his ſtory ; the at- 
torney, nowdoubting his veracity, aſked'him 


jor the bil, as s he had got the money—which, 
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in alas! he could not produce; for this whole 


on Ftranfaction had been kept a ſecret from his 
be very worthy friends, Meſſrs, Le B— and 
ith D, and all his attempts to get the bill out 
| of D—'s hands without a conſideration (for 
he they knew they could not truſt him) were 
nd ineffectual: what could be done? he had 
in 15 made uſe of the money, and therefore could 
not give each of them his ſhare, and they 
ald would not truſt. The attorney finding it a 
Juggle, (for he had called on Le B—; the 
attorney employed, but never could meet 
with him) moved the Court of King's Bench 
to 5 againſt the holder of the bill, D—, the at- 

torney, Le B—;, and our unfortunate hero, 
Who, after uſing every artifice the law would 
admit of, the depoſit money was returned, 
and they were obliged to pay, not only their 
2 own, but the plaintiff's coſts, which amountcd 
do a very conliderable ſum, as the time had 
nd been protracted as long as the law would 
ut allow, in order, if poſſible, to tire out the 
7 patience of the gentleman; which indeed 
was impoſſible, as he was determined to 
ed ſearch the affair to the bottom, regardleſs of 

I Eo rn ee 


An action now was brought againſt- the 
gentleman by D, for the recovery of gol. 
tor the ſaid bill, which was withdrawn, on 
Cy the 
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the gentleman's paying him only five guineas, * 


and the bill accordingly given up. 


Almoſt immediately after the above, an 
affair happened which had like to have ter- 
minated with much worſe conſequences, and 
perhaps have brought him to his preſent un- 
fortunate condition. 


When he dealt in horſes, 


thire, he bargained for a ſtring, for which he 
paid, and alſo bid money for a hackney mare, 
which was not {accepted of; but the next 


morning, when he went for the horſes he 
had bought, he, unknown- to the owner, 
brought away the mare: when the farmer 


came to queſtion his ſervant about the mare, 


he told him, that our hero ſaid he had 
bought and paid for her with the others, and 


therefore he Jet him have her— a very ſhort 


enquiry made him acquainted who he was, 


and where he lived : he immediately took 
out a warrant, but ſome perſons then preſent 
told him, that he would certainly pay him 


for the mare, and deſired him to write to. 
London, and draw upon him for the money, 
and gave him directions how. 
cepted the bill, but before it was due became 
. a baakrupt. 


Our hero ac- 


The farmer let the matter reſt 
a long 


(at the time he 
lived in the Borough) at a fair in Oxford- 


— q ” HY _ * 
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Ja long while, but getting advice that he was 
al bang in great ſplendour, and that upon 
4 putting the warrant in force, he might even 
1 now get his money, he came up to London, 
. 505 it backed in Middleſex, and apprehended 
d poor Jemmy, who was had before Sir John. 
1 Terms had been propoſed by his conſtant 

9 by backers, Meſſrs. Jenn——gs, the attorney, 
and R———pel, who keeps a bawd y-houſe ta- 
vern in the ſtrand, and had been a bailiff's 


- | 5 follower; theſe very worthy gentlemen ſoft- 
le ened the farmer, by offering him his demands 
„ for the mare, and alſo his expences; and 
cr 4 thus was the felony compounded, and Jemmy 
je ga again at large, to commit his depredations 
r, on the public. 

, 2 Here was a lucky eſcape ! but it was no 
4 warning. What muſt be, muſt be. Loſt to 
d 0 all ſenſe of ſhame, every feeling of humanity, 
t þ + ſtill went on diſtreſſing the unfortunate, 


and abuſing the confidence of his friends ; 
bat what could be expected from a man de- 
void of every ſpark of gratitude and pity. 


av 


As yet he had generally traded on his own 
1822 which having turned out but badly, 
he thought to have recourſe ta another . 8 
1 thod, which, though not more honeſt, w⸗ "= 
3 | nevertheleſs more lafe. 
"8 Am 2 
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tions which he, or his follower, artfully put, 


living, and connections of his priſoners; by 
this means there was no ſpecies of fraud but 
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and got into his taylor's debt, to enable him 


friends, who were people of worth and cha- 
racter, he was diſregarded, and no anſwer 
ſent to his 97 ag letters, to extricate him 


and then to keep its maſter in good humour : 
at length, having reduced himſelf almoſt to 


trouble him no longer to keep him at his iS 
houſe; that his expectations were, he found, 


| es I PT 
Among the number of priſoners, which 1 
e brought to his houſe, might have been 
found every trade and occupation fit for a new [ 
colony. He always (as is the cuſtom with 
bailiffs) made himſelf acquainted, by queſ- 


with the circumſtances, buſineſs, method of 


he became maſter of, and played off upon the 


town. | 


A young gentleman of a good figure and 
addreſs, having run out his little patrimony, 


to cut a figure, in order to marry a rich widow; 

eing deceived in his hopes, was arreſted for 
us clothes, and brought to Shire-lane : his 
vices and juvenile folly having di bliged his 


an n 5 a... > 8 w .\ * 7 * 1 ” 3 wa "4 


Wo OE. 3 ee bo og OI r PIR 2 SR 4566; 9 V3, 
2 » 5 by the * — ti, PS: 8 E "We. 2 BOT ITS . 31 r 5 
ä . es * . 2 2 r 1 Rc. 5 8 Sa ns 
CEE 5 N — pu bw, CR I CER rn, An s 3 * Para. * « * "_= 
2 r R ** St E LS en TS 


r c 3 js 27 TIRE x Ee gator er: — — . * PE ents 
4 n Y = an oe EE 8 0 Xo OC EST * Og 


- 


from his preſent difficulties : all his little 
wardrobe and trinkets ſoon left him to ſupply i 
the demands of the houſe, and a bottle now i 


his laſt ſhirt, he told our hero that he would 
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Jain, and that therefore the ſooner he went 
to priſon the better, for, if he ſtaid any longer, 
5 Ine could not ptomiſe him payment for what 
he might contract. Our hero then told him, 
he was ready to carry him to Newgate when 
. he pleaſed. To Newgate? ſays he. Ves, 
| ts the other, unleſs you = a habeas, for 
=& that is the county gaol. 


= Terrified with the 8 of. Newgate; 
he ſcarce could open his mouth, for he 
ache he was at liberty to go to the King's- 
Bench or Fleet, which the qgþer remarking, 

he aggravated the deſcription given him of 
( N ewgate, and endeavoured to render it more 


| b horrid, if poſſible, than it really is: in 


theſe circumſtances he knew not what to do; 
Pe had not money to procure a habeas, which 
would coſt him near four pounds, and he 
thereon gave himſelf up to deſpair, not know 
ing what to do. Our hero availed himſelf 
of his ſituation, and told him he might yet 
be a made man, if he would take his advice. 
lt is not to be doubted but the young gentleman 


78 1 
5 | 


vas eager to know by what means he might 


F extcicate himſelf from his preſent confine- 
ment,, and that allo which he. more dee 
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You are, n= our hero, a good handſome, 


likely young fellow, and I dare ſay, if you 
had your hberty, might yet make your for- 
tune ; now if one was to pet it you, could 
you be honeſt. He anſwered, his whole life 
ſhould be devoted to his ſervice. Why then, 


ſays he, I have thought of a ſcheme that 


may aſſiſt you: ſuppoſe one was to get you 
a carriage and horſes, and a houſe, with 
clothes and other things, I could recommend 


you to ſeveral tradeſmen that would truſt | 
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you with plate, jewels, wines, &c. theſe you 


might turn into ready money, and make a 


figure, and ten to one but in a very ſhort | 
time you might be able to marry a woman 
of fortune, and ſo be the making of yourſelf, 


without the aſſiſtance of your relations, whoſe 
treatment of you has been ſo cruel. 


The young gentleman was glad to accept 
of his propoſals, and indeed thought them 


honeſt, and told our humane hero he would 
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be directed entirely by him, and, if ever he 
ſucceeded, would generouſly reward his good- 


nature. 


Bail was therefore ſoon provided, for he 
had them. always ready for any ſum; bail to 
the ſheriff, and bail above; and the gentle- 
3 man 
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man was equipped with clothes, ſword, 8 
for- a chariot hired, and one of our hero's men as 
ould Ma footman ; by which means he acted in a 
life double capacity, always being a ſpy upon his 
den actions, which he conſtantly told his dwalter 
that Plate, jewels, and other things of conſide- 
you | rable value, were ſoon obtained from the dif- 
eren tradeſmen, and conſtantly removed im- 
A mediately to Shire-lane to be diſpoſed of, and 
alſo as a ſecurity to his bail; numberleſs were 
the tradeſmen that were by this means de- 
kea frauded, for it was every where given out, 
hort that he was a young gentleman of great for- 

tune juſt come of age ; he was not therefore 


{bs 

1 
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man 1 
ſelf, i more ready to order, than the people were to. 
ſe ſupply him ; his figure, indeed, and addreſs, 


did not a litile Snitidute to the cheat; for no | 
one would have cel a fraud under ſuch 
* Yy 2 thaſk, 


ald 1 The affair of the marriage was never men- 
tioned after he began this villainous trade; 
it was only a cloak to go upon; the goods 
were the chief point, and by his being con- 
ſtantly eggeii on, and the proper places 


he 4 pointed out to him, who had been pre- in- 
to formed of his conſequence, he amaſkd a vaſt 
4e. quantity, which were all depolited under the 


37 care of our hero; at length the bills began to 
by pour in ap acc; words did tor {ſome time; but 
2 words, 
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words, however well ſpoken, will not al. ' 


ways do: creditors began to be very cla» 
morous, and the neighbourhood to be alarmed; 
every day things began to be worſe and worſe, 
and our hero, finding the market pretty well 
over, made the beſt uſe he could of him, and 
then his bail ſurrendered him up to priſon, 
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where a number of actions for the goods he 


had obtained from the different tradeſmen 
were laid againſt him, and he, poor fellow, 
had no other conſolation, than to think he 
was made the dupe of a raſcal, and lament 
his own credulity, which had betrayed him 
into ſuch a ſcheme, to the ruin of his cha- 
racter with the world, and deſtroying what- 
ever affection his relations might have for 


him; for, after an affair of this kind, he 


could hope for no friendſhip from them. It 


was too late now to repent, and with he had 
gone to priſon a few weeks ſooner, and ſaved 


his then, compared to his preſent, unble- 
miſhed reputation : he now found the fallacy 
of the promiſes that had been made him, 
that bail ſhould always be ready, and he 
could take no revenge for the injury done 


for the property obtained from him; for | 


having full confidence in him, he had (as he 
had been deſired) ſigned a bill and receipt 
for every parcel of goods, otherwiſe the other 
pleaded he could not juſtify himſelf in ſelling 


- 4. * 


them again. 


But 
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la- 4 | But, poor fellow, he has long ſince paid 
ed ; % 2 A} his debts, in the great debt to nature, for, 
rſe, utterly abandoned by his relations, and def 
rell piſed by the world, he ſoon died of a broken 
1 i whilſt his {nftigator laughed at his 
on, cCredulity, and praiſed his own ingenuity, 
he when he ſaw his maſſy fide-board of plate, 
den and other effects, purcha ſed by the death of 
»w, a condeſcending and amiable young man, and 


he perhaps the ruin r of ſeveral honeft tradeſ- 
ent ino. 


na- This project of putting young en into 
houſes, and enabling them to make an ap- 

for . n was carried on by him for ſome 
he time, and with great ſucceſs, though he 
It often complained they had (as Peachum ſays) 

lad an underhand way of diſpoſing of their goods; 


ved Wthis is not to be wondered at, for he never 
le- gave them above ten per cent. for whatever 
cy 5 they brought him, and as they ſet out with 
m, Fl being villains, they very wiſely thought they 


he 3 tes. ought to reap the harveſt of their own 
1 roguery; yet nevertheleſs he got a great deal 
for of money from theſe ſchemes, for as he knew 

all their haunts, and could get a writ to 
ipt 0 catch them at any time, they were obliged 
1er © very often to let him in on his own terms, "by 
ng Wich means he made his market of them, 


and 
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. 
and the houſe in Shire- lane groanec 
load of ill-got wealth, conſiſting 


its 


of cloth, 


both linen and woallen, of all forts of plate, 


rings, watches, plated goods, pictures, wines; 


in ſhort, every thing that could be got, and 


would turn to money: but the town, by 
ſome very ſeaſonable advertiſements, getting 
alarmed at this trade, it was knocked on the 
head, at leaſt for a time, till the noiſe was a 
little blown over; in the mean while ſome 
other ſcheme muſt be ſet on foot : his genius 
was ſome time in labour, and at laſt was 


o IE EIT 


brought to-bed with a project, that he thought 
ſeemed to promiſe him very great things; but 


then he could not be on the ſpot to direct 
and ſuperintend, and it required a perſon of 


which, among his friends, was very difficult 
to be met with. 


This project was no other than ſending a 
perſon into the country to buy goods, and 


draw for the ſame upon an indigent tradeſ- 


man in Londbn, one who was under his, 
clutches, and therefore was obliged to comply q 
with his demands: at length, a fit man was 
found out, who, when properly equipped, 


ſtrict honour and experience in buſineſs, 


was ſent into the country to draw bills for 
caſh or goods, but rather the latter, as then $ 


he would be ſure of the property in his own ? 
hands. 


= 1311 
hands. No particular order was given for 
"Rs 5 as all was looked on as fiſh that came 


— 


; Hampfhir was the place intended ſor be- 
ginning of buſineſs, and we ſhall therefore 
present our readers with a letter or two that 

11 was ſent to our hero by his apy 2 agent. 


I am ſurptized you can trifle with me fo. 
The bill I drew on L—, for the beer, is 
returned me for want of acceptance. It is 
immaterial, as my credit is ſo good here, 
who the acceptor is, ſo that you do but 

provide ſomebody. I had ordered a large 
quantity of beer, and ſome wines, and they 
were actually ſhipped; but the bills I drew 
for them alſo are returned, for want of ac- 
E ceptance. I ſhall ſhift my quarters, 28 
( this place will not do any longer, owing 
entirely to your awn. behaviour. If you 
can't place a confidence in me, all buſineſs 
ais at an end. You ſhall hear from me at 
Exeter, to which. place I am now going. 


> 


% Your's, &c.” 


« Since 
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« Since my laſt, I have thoughts of going 
to France, us, by the recommendations 1 

am ure of ſucceeding : | 
therefore do you provide for the reception | 
of a large quantity of wines and brandy—- ! 
I got caſh for a little bill yeſterday, which 
I drew on D—: take care that it is regu- 
larly paid, as I can then get what credit I | 
want. Things wear a good face, and, 
unleſs ſomething unlucky falls out, we 
may eaſily make both our fortunes. 


have procured, 


% Adieu! 
« Your's, &c.“ 


« Dear Sir, 


« I have bought a pack of ſhalloons and 
ſome wines, both which will be at the 


White-Horſe Cellar TIO ſe'nnight. : 
Pray pay attention to my bill 


ceptance, and tell the people they ſhall 


be regularly taken up. Get others to | 
draw on, if L— and D— won't ftand | 


it properly. All depends entirely upon 
their being accepted, as goods are crouded 
upon me | | 


% Vour's, &c,” 


s in the at- | 


- 6c 3 
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ing Dear Sir, 71 
2 l have got acquainted 3 a gentleman's 
8 family here, and am much careſſed. 1 
ien drew a little bill, and got caſh for it of 
dhe collectors here: let it be paid, and I 
will /et em down for a good round ſum. 
. Things go. on ſmootbly. Send me ſome 
S „ orders for goods, made out in a tradeſman- 
oy „like manner, and I will get em executed. 
„ My credit will be firmly eſtabliſhed by the 
ie payment of the little bill on D—. Do 
e take care that it is paid, and a hundred. 
pound a week may be made where I now 
am. In your letters to me, write Eſquire 
after my name. 


70 Your's, &c,” 
cc 8 Sir, 

Excellent ſucceſs this morning! I have 
bought 20 pieces of ſhalloons, twelve 
be of beer, beſides wine, and all 
of them are on the road to London. Vou 
ſee my promiſes are not wind. Let the 
bills I have drawn on L— and D-— be 
accepted, and J can double the cargo be- 
fore the month is expired, at which date 
I drew 'em, If you but keep the ſecret, 
(for you are a curſt blab) we may make 
our fortunes, and no one know any thing 
about our ſchemes. I have another 
“ ſcheme in my head that will anſwer better 
than any thing we have done yet—at our 
next meeting I'll let you know all the 
6 edles 
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This trade was carried on for ſome time, 
and with good ſucceſs; but, like his other 


villainous projects, was found out, and an 
end put to it, at leaſt for the prefent. 


Bailing now became a very great trade 
with him, and any perſon who could produce 


the ready cath was always ſure to- meet with 
his man on applying to our hero, who had a 
number ready for any ſum whatſocver—it 
was immaterial to them, whether for fifty or 
five thouſand, they would as ſoon ſwear to 
one as the other. 


As ſeveral tradeſmen happened at times to 
fall into his clutches, he uſed, on being pd 
a preſent, to let them go on their words; and 
when he had a perſon at his houſe wha 


wanted bail, and would come down hand- 


ſomely, theſe tradeſmen were applied to, 


and obliged, through neceſſity, to do the 
office, of elſe they were no longer at large 
themſelves, by which means he got paid on 
both fides. Sometimes indeed the ſums were 
too large for the tradeſmen to undertake, or, 
eircumſtances conſidered, it was not proper 


for them to do it; he had therefore another 
ſet of men for the purpoſe, who were alſo 
retained by him, to make affidavits When 
neceſſary. Theſe people had no habitation 
whatſoever, and as to their buſineſs they did 
not chuſe that ſhould be public, and as it 
was commonly night-work they could eaſily 
attend the courts to do his buſineſs, without 
hindrance to their own. | 


Two 
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| Two of them whom he had equipped 
with clothes, &c. to appear in, to put in bail 
for a pretty large ſum, after having done 
their buſineſs at Weſtminſter, and received 
"th price of their perjury; went to a public 
Zhouſe near Covent-Garden to regale them- 
elde and were taken up for a highway 
krobbery, committed, took their tryals at the 
Old Bailey, (where ſeveral other indictments 
were lodged againſt them) were condemned 
i and executed, and our hero, as Sheriff's 
Officer, attended their execution, and ſaw 
them depart this life, and the clothes he had 
ent them to do his buſineſs in, become the 
perquiſite of Sguire Tullis the hangman. 


. 
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As extraordinary a caſe as any in which our 
here put his all · miſchĩevous finger, was 0 
Ft Mr. John Wilkinſon, who, in the yea 
1764, kept the King's Arms, near Coell-ſireet; | 
Z in the Strand. About the end of November, 
1767, without at all ſuſpecting the dreadful 
conſequences that were ſoon to await him, 
this unfortunate man ſet out on a viſit to ſome 


friends in Cheſhire and Lancathire, where he 


Iſtaid till March, 1768, when he returned to 


0 London. To his great aſtoniſnment, he found 


in his houſe one Richard R—s, John Rs, 
Walter G—s, John D—s, and one H—y, 
1 as maſters: on his enquiry for the we- 
man who paſſed for his wife, (he having been 
married in the Savoy, when under age, by the 


late unfortunate Mr. Wilkinſon, who was 
WE tranſported, as the firſt-miniſter who offended * 


b againſt the 2 ne — Ka refuſed-to ſa- 


= 1 
1 tisfy him; he then begged to know by what 
ON | authority they exerciſed the maſterſhip of his | 
1 houſe, and deſired them to quit his premiſſes, 
A. when one of the parties beat him violently, | 
F and threatened him with inftant death, if he | 

j did not go away, He was obliged to retire, | 


and went to a lodging he kept for his.children, | 
where he found his effects, which were va- | 
luable, and amounted to a conſiderable ſum, | 
had been purloined and ſtolen. :In a day or 
two he went before juſtice Kynaſton, and ob- | 
tained three warrants, (one for the aſſault, 
another for the peace, and the third a ſearch 
warrant) ; Richard R—s was apprehended, | 
and, on proper proof, committed to Tothil- | 
fields Bridewell; it appeared on the exami- 
nation, that two of the before- mentioned con- 
federates in this iniquitous and deſtructive 
ſcheme of villainy, lay alternately with Wil- 
kinſon's nominal wife, and in a very expen- 
ſive manner lived away upon his property, 
during his abſence. By due legal proceſs, 
Wilkinſon again got poſſeſſion of his houſe ; 
but after he had been in it three days, one 
William B—y, an officer for Middleſex, # 
came in, and declared he had an execution 
againſt the goods, as the property of Richard 
R——s aforeſaid, at the ſuit of one Thomas 
Mellor : notwithſtanding Wilkinſon's clearly 
ſhewing that he, and not R-—s, was the 
proprietor of the goods, the officer ſeized | 
them, to the amount of 1 50. Almoſt im- 
- mediately after this ſeizure, one Thomas Phi- 
lips, another ſheriff's officer, arreſted Wil- 
kinſon on an action, at the ſuit of William 


1 ; 1221 
vhit 28 Thompſon, for 2501. which proſecutor Wil- 
FX kinſon never ſaw, nor did he owe a ſhilling 
to any of the name, at the time he was fo 
itly, arreſted: after various practices equally frau- 
f he dulent and cruel, the poor man was thrown 
tire, into the King's-bench priſon, and deprived of 

ren, his property, which was very confiderable, 
va- and the profits of his trade, which was en- 
um, + creaſing, and daily promiſing the gratification 
y or | of every with an honeſt and induſtrious man 
ob- has a right to expect. Numberleſs ſuits were 
wult, entered againſt him in fictitious names, and 
arch every effort uſed to deſtroy him, which vil- 


ES 


ded, lainy can frame and execute, till at length he 
hil- vas reduced to abſolute penury. During his 
* > confinement in the Bench, he met with the 
celebrated lawyer P—, a man more infa- 
mous than Bolland, becauſe he has a greater 
knowledge of the world, and can conſequently 
do more injury to ſociety : this worthy attor- 
x ney took Wilkinſon's affairs in hand, feed the 
els, preient ſpeaker of an auguſt aſſembly as a 


ſe; # counſel for him, and ſeemed to attempt his 
one reſcue from poverty, diſtreſs, and ruin, with 
ſex, an honeſt induſtry ; but it was a mere tempo- | 
ion -rary deceptio wiſiis; ſome of the villainous 
ard perpetrators of the horrid deſtruction which 
nas overwhelmed this poor man were indeed at- 
ly tached, but they all choſe Bolland's houſe as 
the their receptacle, who let them go at large, 
zed * without bail, (as no doubt he had planned 
m- and partoek of their infamous project). The 
hi- unhappy Wilkinſon found himſelf not worth 


Fil- ba a aſhilling, and conſequently could not from 
am time to time feed a voracious lawyer with re- 
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ö N peated guineas; and P——, therefore, who | 
4 By previouſly was in a collufive treaty with Bol- | 
1 land, all on a ſudden ſtopped proceedings. 
A. Wilkinſon found himſelf reduced; from a 
13 comfortable fituation, to poverty and abject 
| || diſtreſs; he fled his country, and oh! ſhame |: 
« to the ineffectual laws of England! was obli- | 
| 'F ged to become a public beggar in Holland, 
| | till the act of infolvency encouraged him to 
bo return to his native country, where he par- 


took of the benefit of that act, and now 
works among the tackle porters on Tower- 
Bill. This is the man whom Bolland beckoned 
to in the cart at his coming out of Newgate, | 
and begged pardon and forgiveneſs of, owning | 
that he had been the caufe of his ruin. = 


i) Another method of getting money, equally 
[6 honeſt and curious, which was put in practice 
| by our hero, was as follows: — A Mr. 
1, who, through misfortunes, had 


WO ſeveral times been caged by him in Shire- | 
1 Lane, and whoſe circumſtances and con- 
Hf nections in life were minutely known by our 
Hg hero, having taken apartments near Gray's-Inn, 
1 and furnithed them in a very genteel man- 
1 nor, which coming to his knowledge, and 
{ml that he had a good deal of other property 
. alſo there, he ſet about getting poſſeſſion of |! 
1 che ſame, which he effected in the following 
* manner: 1 


1 In concert with a very honeft gentleman 
Wl (his worthy colleague in iniquity) Mr. P., 
Wh an attorney, he took out an action againſt 


[39] 


FW he ſaid Mr. H—, and alſo entered an ap- 
* Pearance to it under the name of J— Ny, 
Ole 0 : 
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the faid Mr. ee a declaration was pre- 


nn 


* 1 tended to be delivered, and the courſe of the 
ject 3 Saw was purſued to execution, and all un- 
e 1 Known entirely to the aid Mr. H----; and 
li- > Fyhen he was out of town, our hero took the 
nd, 99 ppportunity to enter his apartments, and by 
to virtue of the Sheriffs warrant of dil in 
dar- conſequence of. ſuch execution, ſeized all 
na tze effects, and removed them to his houſe 


© 42 In "Shire. Lane; and even when the ſaid Mr. 


k H—— became acquainted with the affair, 
ite, and demanded an inventory, he was refuſed, 


and the whole made plunder of by theſe very 

honeſt gentlemen; the court of King's- 
= Bench has been moved againſt them, and an 
ly 5 buchen granted: our hero indeed has 
UCC pothing to fear on this head, and the other 
Mr. i Honeſt gentleman, it is ſuppoſed, will ſoon, 
Lad 57 the manner he is going on, follow his 
- companion, and be equally regardleſs of the 
on- 1 conſequences, and the world will be rid of 


our bp two of the greateſt raſcals it ever gave 


WA 
E 
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nn, birth to. | 
an- 


3 a nature that we cannot beau * it over; 
* at is as follows: 5 
= Mrs. G—, the wife of captain G 
woas miſtreſs of an elegant houſe near Groſ- 
venor-ſquare; during her huſband's abſence 
Jet fea, the contracted a debt of 3ol. by a 
note of hand, or bill. Our hero was em- 
þ | ploycd 


nary, turned up, i. e. let go. In about three 


it is ſaid) ſet fire to her houſe, but, being 


or the intenſeneſs of bis agonies, all who are 
| huſbands can feel every degree of his anguiſh! | 


'row to meet a huſband under ſuch un- 
happy circumſtances! dreadful reverſe of long 
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ployed to arreſt her (who authorized him we 
have not been able to learn) which was 
accordingly done, and Mrs. G — was 
brought to his houſe; but, upon conſideration 
of her giving him five guineas, and expend- 
ing ſotne other ſums for treats, &c. ſhe was, 
agreeable to the phraſe of his learned ſemi- 
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days afterwads he diſpatched ſome of his 
hell-hounds to bring her back to this inqui- | 
fition. The conditions of her ſecond en- 
largement were not to be obtained at fo eaſy 
a rate, about ten guineas more were extorted 
for the fame laudable purpoſe ; and, in order 
that ſhe might not abſcond, inſtead of a bail- 
bond a warrant to confeſs judgment againſt 
her effects was filled up and executed, and 
ſome ſham note of 40l. given her as a fur- 
ther advance on her goods. In ſhort, he 
immediately poſſeſſed himſelf of all her 
effects, and proceeded to a diſpoſal. The 
oor woman, ſtung with remorſe at finding 
herſelf thus tricked and robbed (in deſpair | 


timely difcovered, it was extinguiſhed before | 
much damage was done, and the goods were 
all moved to Shire-lane; the woman appre- 
hended and committed to Newgate. Du- 
ring her impriſonment captain G— returned | 
from ſea. I need not deſcribe his ſituation, | 


all who are wives her treble portion of ſot- 


nete 


hink it impoſſible to aggravate the circum- 
3 FRances attending this robbery and intended 


1 murder; but our hero was too well verſed 
In all the diſtreſſing qualities that Hell can 
e, Reviſe, to turn a villainy out of his hands 
ll —callow or naked; full-fledged crimes, that 
is | Par above the reach of humam belief, were 
2 Actions worthy of his notice. Mrs. G, at 
U- n. received one conſolation, that of an 
ns | affectionate huſband ſympathiſing in her di- 


ed ſtreſs, preparing proper advice for her ſafety, 


der goading her. mind of the weight of that af- 
Wl Metion under which ſhe groaned. Our herd 
in | 


ew began to fear that the activity of Mr. 
and &——;, added to the juſtice of his ceuſe, 
ur- Might prevail againſt his villainy ; he there- 
he gore laid a ſcheme to ſtop his aſſiduities in 
behalf of his wife, and, ſome few days 


ZFoman to arreſt captain 'G „ which was 
=Kccordingly done, and the poor diſtracted man 
Prought to the houſe in Shire-lane, under 
he mortifying circumſtances of being hour- 
ES inſulted by the miſcreants who were to 
ear his wife's life away. Figure to your- 
lf, reader, the accumulated miſery heaped 
In this unhappy couple. Mrs. G—— was 
nvicted, but, from the unparalelled cruelty 
her caſe, received his Majeſty's free par- 
n. There is another little appendage 
_ - G tack'd 


1 Expected happineſs! Perhaps the reader will 


and by every art of conjugal affection un- 


© Pefore her trial came on, he prevailed on a 


— XZ 


to her with his breaſt full of love, and his 


hero on this affair, who adviſed her to per a 


(42 ] 
tack'd to this buſineſs which we cannot paſs 
over in ſilence; one J—— H was a party 
concerned in the note which Mrs. G-— was 
originally arreſted for ; our hero likewiſe ar- 
reſted him, ſtripped him of every ſhilling he 
could extort, took his note of hand for 
the refidue, and let him go, which note 
became due in a few days, when he was ar- 
reſted again, and again ſtript af his all. 


We ſhall now proceed to relate a 1 of 
buſineſs, the cruelty of which ſurpaſſes even 
the former, and can hardly be Paralelled. 


We have already a his extonfive , 
connections with the fair; among the num- iſ 
ber of his acquaintance was one who had 
plighted her faith to a ſailor, who returned 


pockets lined with gold (between three and 
four hundred pounds); the conſulted our 


ſuade her lover to return to ſea, as the ſum iſ 
he was in poſſeſſion of could not be ſufficient 
to ſet up a public houſe (that being their in- 
tention,) and then, ſays he, you will have his 
money to take care of, and we will ſpend it 
joyoully together ; ſhe weakly foilowed his 
advice, and eaſily prevailed on her ſailor to 
return to an element leſs faithleſs than the 
nymph be left behind him. 


* 
* ' . 
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(43) 
- ur hero got immediate poſſeſſion of the 


"WM ing tired of her fondneſs, began to treat 
W Her, not only coolly, but rather barbarouſſy, 
= which (the expoſtulating with him on, and 
reminding him alſo of the money he ob- 
trained by her means; he, to prevent the repe- 


0 a perſon (for he had always people at 
Fand for that purpoſe) to ſwear a debt againſt 
her, for which ſhe was arreſted and contined 
in the Fleet, where ſhe ſuffered every incon- 
venienee of want” and wretchedneſs, (juſt 
reward for her infidelity, though what ſhe 
© hat no riglit to feel from his hands, ) and, 
after lingering for ſome time, ſhe died a 
4 weten indecde 


71 Son after her death, her failor returned 
4 rein ſea; ard] coming to the knowledge of 
Het infidelity! y, and unhappy fate, became-delis 

rious, from which unhappy ſtate he is not 
hg relieved; and now obtains a wretched 


- ſubſiſtance by ſkinning” dead dogs and cats 
bi about the ſtreets, his diſorder having afſected 


pale. of the duties of 2 ſeaman. s 


5 Nambers of attornies, both of the counts 
of King's-Bench' and Common“ Pleas, have 


eee he has given them. 


„which he ſoon made away with, and, 


1 tition of hearing ſo diſagreeable a ſubject, 


i 
þ 
. 
; 


him ſo much as to render Him utterly 1 inca- 3 


been made acquainted with his tricks A ty 


Cz. a 
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A Mr. B—, an attorney not far from 
Warwick-lane, employed him to arreſt Co 


P for one hundred pounds, which the 
defendant immediately paid into the hands 


of our conſcientious hero, who never ac- | 


counted for the ſame to the ſaid Mr. B—, 
who, coming to the knowledge of the pay- 
ment of the ſaid ſum, ſued the Sheriffs, and 
recovered the ſaid hundred pounds, and the 
ſecurities of our champion were obliged to 
make it good: this was a cutting reflection; 
but, however, he remembered that he had 
not given a receipt for the hundred pounds 
when the defendant paid him, and therefore 
took out another action againſt him for a 
hundred pounds, but alas! he was too cun- | 
ning for himſelf; a perſon, whom he had if 
forgot, happened to be preſent when the 
money was paid him, ſo he was obliged to I 
fit down with the fruſtration of his ſcheme | 
and the payment of the coſts; but that gave 
him little uneaſineſs, as he uſed to ſay, that 
if a man would get money he ſhould not be 
afraid of running a riſque. 


The ſucceſs of our hero now began to 
flag, for Mr. H , before-mentioned, who 


had been a dupe to his perſuaſions, and an 
accomplice in ſeveral of his frauds, but whom i 
Bolland had facrificed, when he found he had 
gone the length of his tether, partly irritated 
by reſentment, and partly actuated by a much 
more 
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[45] 
more laudable paſſion, publicly ſtood forth. 
and opened the eyes of the world to the in- 
famy of Bolland's character, by making 3 
the notorious villainy of his conduct as 
ſheriff's officer; this authentic detection oh 
ped his career at once, for Mr. Wilkes being 
appointed Sheriff, and having pledged him- 
ſelf to redreſs. the many grievances that 
naturally fell under his official cognizance, 
began by taking all power from Bolland, 
thinking it an injury to the community to 
continue him any longer in an office which 
he had ſo very much abuſed; he there- 
fore refuſed the renewal of his bonds, though 
every artifice and recommendation, that mo- 
ney could procure, was made uſe of to ſoften 
his determination; but the new ſheriff knew 
the world too well, and was not to be dup'd 
into ſo great an error of judgment as to con- 
tinue a man in office, of whole villainy there 
were ſuch numberleſs proofs, and whoſe ty- 


ranny in his ſituation, was as s boundleſs as his 
Ae ‚ 


This was a fatal 1 to our hon? 8 
ſchemes; without power, he knew he ſhould 
ſoon want friends, and. nothing could equal 
that of a ſheriff's officer in a land like this, 
| whoſe commerce (fo very extenſive) cannot 
be carried on without an almoſt unlimited 
credit: he could, indeed, have been in an in- 
ferior ſtation, and done buſineſs in the 
M—:ſh—1s „but that was ſo infa- 

. et, mous 


146 i 
mous, that even our hero would not ſtoop 
td it. ; Sn ac 


Having at this time in his hands a pretty 
conſiderable ſum, which he had amaſſed, by 
= plundering all who came into his clutches, 

>... and: detaining of monies which he received 

| for ſeveral attornies, and the office of City 
Marſhal becoming 'vacant; he turned his eyes 
towards it, thinking it a maſt eligible ſitua- 
tien; as it was to be by purchaſe, he 

doubted not of ſucceſs, went to the place of 

fale, bid largely for the office, and had it 

knocked down to him at the price of 24001: 

His hopes of encreafing wealth now filled his 

daily thoughts and his nightiy dreams; he 

foreſaw, that by holding the place of City 
Marſhab a large and unrircumſcribed field would 
be opened for his villainy; he thought him 
ſelf ſufficiently ſectire in his purchaſe,” as he 
had paid the ſum he offered into the Cham- 
ber of London; and only wanted the appto- 
bation of the Court of Aldermen, to render 
his taking on him the executive part of the 
offide perfectly formal and complete. What 
an excellent City Marffial muſt he have made 
how capable was he to regulate 'diſorderly 
publie , ſuppreſs illegal meetings, ſtop 
the propagation of vice and debauchery among 
the inferior orders in the City of London, 
prevent irregularity; and remove the nuts. 
ſances therein! 1 
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. But all his caſtle-built ſchemes were at 
once overthrown. by Mt. H, before- men- 


. 


1471 


| Honed, who, in avery ſeaſonable letter, ad. 
8 drefſed to the Court of Aldermen, pre- 

7 vented their granting their conſent to a mea- 

| fure fo pregnant with future miſchief to the 

city : like the faithful guardians of a people, 

they were unanimouſly of opinion, that ſuch 
a man was in every ſenſe improper for the 
office; and that the permitting him to pur- 

chaſe it would reflect the higheſt diſhonour 0 

the City, and its afficers in general. 


At firſt he thought to brazen it out; he in- 
ſiſted that. he had p urchaſed the place at a fair 
fale, that the city had ratified b purchaſe, by 
accepting his = ow and r e if the 
Court of Aldermen would not conſent to his 
holding the office, that he would bring his 
action of damages againſt them; but after in 
vain bullying the court, and behaving \ very in- 
ſolently to the Recorder, who officially ex- 
prey to him the reafons why he could not 

e ſworn in, he was obliged to retire, finding 
all his attempts to ſucceed \ were fruitleſs. _ 


= Serjeant at Mace for one of the Comp- 
ters being about to reſign, he had ſome 
notion of that place, for he thought it beſt 
to be doing of ſomething. | Aut Cæſar aut 
of / nullus, was nat his motto; he would, if he 
could, get money any . never chuſing to 
let his talents lye idle; ut in this he was 
foiled: his character in the city was become 
ſo notorious that his recommendation would 
not have got a man credit for a roll and 
- Sleecſs; and what added to his mon 
. is 


„ oo; 
his creditors, and thoſe he had defrauded, 
finding a ſum. of money in the hands of 
the Chamberlain, to purchaſe the place of 
City Marſhal, immediately attached it, and 
thus was our poor hero quite in the ſuds ; 

his money attached, and his name held out 
as infamous to all the town, to prevent their 
falling a dupe to his iniquitous ſchemes : this 
was what he did not expect, Paving reigned . 
ſo long deſpotically, and ſucceſsfully, he 
thought no one durſt attempt either the 
one or the other; but he found his miſtake; 
the lion's ſkin was ſtripped off of him, 
and plainly ſhewed the aſs— the ignorant, 
ſenſeleſs animal. 5 | , 


Soon after this he was apprehended and 
committed to the Poultry Compter, being 
charged with forgery ; upon his examination, 
the evidence againſt him appeared full enough 
to warrant a recommitment ; notwithſtanding 
this he took out a habeas corpus, and moved 
the court of King's Bench for leave to put in 
bail, but it was refuſed, and he remanded 
back, from whence he came to wait the trial 
at the next ſeſſions to be held at the Old- 
Bailey: his ſpirits never left him, ſtill think- 
ing that, however he might have erred, he 
had money and friends enough to bring him 
through ; he therefore made light of the af- 
fair to his acquaintance, and, from a lenity 
ſhewn him, was not removed to Newgate 
till the day before the ſeſſions began, in order 
WR to take his trial, though his offence was 
10 capital. — 8 
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might poſſibly ſtand. the fairer chance of an eſcape 
from juſtice, by gaining time, he tried all he could 

to put off his trial to the next ſeſſions; he ſent for his coun- 
fel, Mr. C—, who viſited him in Newgate, drew up an 
affidavit for him, depoſing, that a principal witneſs in his 
favour was at a great diſtance in the country; this had na 
effect: he then tried what he could do, by deferring the de- 
termination of his fate a ſingle day; his counſel moved the 
court, on Saturday the 20th of February, for leave to defer 
his trial till Monday, declaring, as a plea for ſuch a requeſt, 
that his client's phj ſicians pronounced him ſo extremely ill 
that he could not be brought to the bar, without it was at 
the immediate danger of his life: the Rec-—r granted the 
= requeſt, declaring, that he readily joined in opinion with 
| == the learned counſel, that Mr. Bolland never would be 
brought to that bar, without its being at the imminent 

8 hazard of his life.” This Bon Mot was poignant and juſtly 
W ſevere, but we wiſh it had not come from the bench. In a 
criminal court, where life and death are depending on the 
iſſue of the proceędings, we cannot help being of opinon, 
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| maintained; we admire wit, but in ſuch. caſes, however 


abandoned the object of the fatire, we pronqunce it Wanton 


cruelty. | | Fi , 
On the 22d of February, he was indicted at the Old 
Bailey, for forging and counterfeiting on the back of a pro- 
miſſury note, an indorſement in the name of James Banks, 
with an attempt to defraud Francis Cardineaux, and was 


alſo charged with uttering and publiſhing, as true, the ſaid 


farged indorſement,. knowing the ſame to be falſe, &c. 
he note was as follows: | 


300]. London, OR. 12, 1771. 


.. | Pritchard, one hundred pounds, value received. 


eee, 8 3 Bradſhaw. 
ent- Garden. 1 | V 
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S the Hero of the foregoing ſheets thought he. 


. that the utmoſt dignity and ſolemnity ſhquld be uniformly . 


Tus months after date 1 promiſe ta fay to Mr. Samuel | 
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Ati 
John Leigh, clerk to Sir John Fielding, proved the 
note delivered to him at Sir John's houſe. 1 
Mr. Levy, an attorney, depoſed, he got the note of Mr. 


Morris, at Mr. Cardigeaux's, who hearing it was a forgery, 


ſaid he would be willing to proſecute, but deſired three or 
four days to conſider of it. Some time after, Cardineaux 
met Levy at Sir John Fielding's, where Jeſſon's evidence 
was taken, and informations drawn; that Levy, without 
baving any quarrel with Bolland, carried on the proſecution 
as a friend to the community. £5 | 
Jeſſon ſwore, that having buſineſs with one Lilburne, he 
met him at the George and Vulture tavern in Cornhilt, and 
faw Bolland, whom he aſked to ſettle a note of fifty guineas, 
which he, Jeſſon, had diſcounted for him. That Bolland 
produced Bradſhaw's note, and deſired Jeſſon, as he was 
out of caſh, to diſcount it. The note was indorſed, James 
Bolland; but Jeſſon telling him he looked upon Bradſhaw 
to be good, but that he could not negotiate it with Bolland's 


name on the back of it; the latter told him he could take 


off his name, and Lilburne took up one of the table knives 
and erazed all but the B, on which the priſoner ſaid, <* don't 
ſcratch it all out, for it may dishgure it, by making a hole 
in it,” and then immediately wrote ants, which made 


Banks, and gave it to Jeſſon, who put it up, and the next 


day aſked Mr. Cardineaux to diſcount him a note of Brad- 
ſhaw's. Cardineaux ſaid he would do it on Friday, on 
which Jeſſon left the bill with him, but having ſome money 
to make up, borrowed fifteen pounds ten ſhillings of him, 
promiſing, if he did not diſcount the bill, to return it him. 
On the Saturday after the priſoner came to the evidence, 
to know if he had done the buſineſs. Jefſon told him he 
bad left the note with Cardineaux. In the evening one 
Handſworth came to him, and told him, Boiland wanted to 
Tee him, on which he went out and ſa the priſoner, who 
ſaid he was greatly puſhed for money, and that he muſt have 
the bill or caſh directly. Jeſſon then went to Cardineaux, 
and Bolland and Handtorth went to a coffee-houſe in Queen- 
Street, to wait his anſwer. Cardineaux came with the 
evidence ſoon after to the coffee- houſe, and was introduced 
to Bolland, and while he was enquiring who Pritchard and 


Banks were, Jeſſon went to- Cardineaux's houſe for a 
banker's check; and on his coming back, found the pri- 


ſoner had fatisfied Cardineaux concerning thoſe perſons,” and 
that Bolland had produced another 'biil for ten ppunds, 
5 : 1 . ' | Ya which 
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which Cardineaux agreed to diſcount ſor him. That in 


and ſpirits in Rathbone 
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n of the note, the priſoner ſaid Banks was a victualler 
near Rathbone Place, and a man of good character. That 


Cardineaux ſaid ĩt did not ſuit him to give Bolland all the 
money in caſh, gave his draft for forty · four pounds, and 
his note for the remainder of the ſum, when the note be- 


came due, except the fifteen pounds ten ſhillings, which 
Jeſſon paid to the priſoner, Cardineaux then left them, 
and Bolland lent Jeſfon the above fifteen pounds ten ſhil- 
lings for a month upon his note, which was paid when it 


became due. 6 


A ſhort time aſter, when it appeared in the papers that 
Bradſhaw was a bankrupt, Cardineaux called upon Jeſſon, 


and told him he muſt take care of that hundred pound note 


of Bolland's, as his banker would probably return it to him 
directly. Jeſſon then went to Bolland at the Sword. blade 
coffee-houſe, where he told him the circumſtance of the 
note's being not likely to be paid from Bradſhaw's bank- 


ruptcy, and that he muſt take care of it. Bolland replied, 


what note are you talking of? On which the evidence de- 
ſcribed it; but the priſoner ſaid he knew nothing at all of it, 
and aſked if his name was on it? Jeſſon then told him no, 
but Banks's, and that he was anſwerable for it. Bolland 
rejoined he had nothing to do with it, and laughed and 
ſneered at Jeſſon, when he aſlured him he would lay open 


the whole matter to Cardineaux. On this they parted, and 
next morning Cardineaux and Handſworth calling upon 
Jeſſon, he diſcovered to them the tranſaction of writing the 
- anks, and mentioned the improbability of Mr. Cardineaux 
being ſatisfied for the bill. | | 


Mr. Cardineaux declared jeſſon came to him with the, 
note, as mentioned before; that he knew, Bradſhaw ver 


well, and on enquiring who Banks was, Jeſton told him 
he did not know, but ſoon aſter brought tae evidence an 


account in writing, that he dealt-in wine and brandy, and 
lived in Rathbone Place. A few days atter Jeflon told hing, 


that Bolland, whom at that time he did not know, was the 


owner of the note, and they met at the Edinburgh. coffee- 


' houſe; where Bolland aſked him if he would diicouat the 


bill, and gave Pritchard, Bradſhaw, gnd Banks, 'the cha- 
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raters of men of property, ſaying, the latter dealt in wine 


lace ; that he did not then aſæk 


Bolland to indorſe the bill, and was told afterwards 'by+ _ 


Jeilon, it was better his name ſhould not be on it, as (tho 
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112 # man of property) he had formerly been a ſheriff's officer, 
$5 Some days after, the evidence, with Jefſon, met Bolland 


OR and Handforth at a coffee -: houſe in King's-ſtreet, and upon 
: 33 telling him it was not convenient for him to give him all in 
| caſh, Bolland faid he would be contented with half, and 
took his note at two months for fifty pounds. That Jeſſon 
brought him the check, as above related, and Bolland gave 
= | him a little bill for ten guineas, which he diſcounted alſo. 
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4 Some time ago, when Bradſhaw appeared in the Gazette, 
i the evidence accidentally meeting Bolland at the Hamburgh 
| a coftee-houſe, he ſaid, that the bill I diſcounted for you will 
1 not be paid; the priſoner, with an air of aſtoniſhment, ſaid, 
1 what bill? and on being told the bill that Cardineaux diſ- 
z nd counted for him, replied, *I never diſcounted a bill with 
FW: you, Sir, you miſtake me, my name is James Bolland, I 
| | 15 never ſaw you in my life ; for you have got no bill with my 
By indorſement.“ The evidence then, having been told the 


* circumſtahce by Jeſſon, whiſpered to the priſoner, he knew 
885 who wrote Banks upon the bill; upon which Bolland ſaid, 
1 „ make yourſelf eaſy, the bill will be paid when due.” 
þ- Another time, when he ſaw the priſoner, he told him, 
if he was not in preſent caſh, that if he had any good bill ke 
would take it in payment; but Cardineaux could get none, 
and left the bill when due with Mr. Morris, and never ſaw 
Bolland fince that time; though after he was taken a per- 
fon brought the hundred pound, in the name of James 
Banks, and the evidence gave him a receipt in that name, 
about the firſt of January laſt, | 35 | 
D pon being aſked, why he did not deliver up the bill, 
when the money was paid? Cardineaux ſaid, becauſe he 
had given it to Morris, who had delivered it to Levy, who 
had aſked him, if he was willing to proſecute Bolland? 
And that he replied, he would, as he thought it was the 
duty of an honeſt man to do ſo. The hagd-writing of 
Pritchard-ard : Bradſhaw was proved by Pritchard's clerk, 
| who ſaid, the bill was a note in accoiuSwich-Dalland, .and 
that he did not recollect Pritchard was paid any conſideration 
| _- - for it. 4 . . | 
_ Thepriſoner in his defence declared, he never in his life 
committed a forgery, with an intent to cheat any one; that 
the fault was Jeſlon's, not his: that at that time he ha 
two thouſand pounds in Sir Robert Ladbroke's hands, that 
_ Pritchard owed him one thouſand pounds, that his name 
"was good at that time, without the name of Banks, and 
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p that Cardineaux had been paid his money; left te 5 
1 teſt to his council, as he did not underſtand the caſe. * 3 
1 The jury. found him guilty of uttering and publiſhing i &! 
1 bill, knowing the indorſement to be forged, © eo hen, 
1 During his confinement, previous to his trial, his cha- * | 
racter had been handled with a freedom which emblazoned 2 
: every particle of its infamy, and which had not'been,exers 4, 7 
0 ciſed before he was attached for the forgery, not from any RES! 7: 
. conſciouſneſs of his having the moſt diſtant pretenſions to 0 
? innocency, but from a fear of his too elfe dee revenge; 2 
* for what may not be dreaded from that being, who ſets the | 
laws of God and man at public defiance ; who ſpurns at re- 
ligion, laughs at morality, and, by his daily. practices, ſhews 
a uniform and remorſeleſs violation of every bond that unites 
ſociety, adverting to no object but the effecting of his- n 
a villainous and indefenſible purpoſe? It is no wonder, there- | 
1 fore, that, when he was convicted, a murmur of applauſe (4 
| . Tan throughout the court; every man on this occaſion took _— 
| a pleaſure (which human beings ſeldom feel without great | _ 
provocation] in. congratulating his neighbour on the proſpect "a 
of being relieved from a noxious member, a daily diſgrace, __ 
and a daily injury to the community” x. 2 


Alter his condenmation, he had ſome thoughts of moving 
an arreſt of judgment, and a note was ſent to his counſel 
on that head, who returned him for anſwer, that as here 
were other indictments againſt him, and of a more flagrant x 


nature, he adviſed him to let it reſt as it did, for a reyerſe of == 


the judgment could be of no ſervice to, him, . 1 
Notwithſtanding this reply, he looked forward with the 2 


flattering hopes of a reprieve, and he even went ſo far as to 7 
offer a wager in Newgate, that he Thould not be hanged. 
| Inflead of ſettling thoſe matters on which the welfare f “ 

numberleſs unfortunate people depended, or uſing every 
| honeſt endeavour to alleviate the diſtreſſæs of many. who were 4 7 


labouring under the greateſt poignancy of wretehednels, and 
penury, in the different priſons, at his unjuſt ſuit,” he buſſed 
dimſelf in endeavouring to obtain a reprieve; but as the 
proverb truly ſays, The wicked man Jayeth, fnares or 
10 | and is caught in his own net, ſo,was,it with hm; 
i inſtead of petitigging a merciful prince ima decęnt antTtͤ r 
proper manner, lng of bis deep contrition for*bis l- "8 
t ipent life, and, declaring that he wiſhed to live, merely 


. 
\ 


15 chat he might make amends to ſociety for the manifeſt 

frauds and injuries he had at various, times eee = 
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and his affociates prepared an artful and falſe ate of the fad 
+ for which he was condemned to die, and by a plauſible re- 
lation to a printer of a daily paper, prevailed on him to ſuf- 


affairs like thoſe for which our hero was 


W 
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i 
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fer it to appear in his Chronicle; the public no ſooner ſaw 
it, than they bluſhed at the uncommon audacity of a wretch, 
who could, in circumſtances dreadful as his were, and when 
no deceit could avail him, dare to put forth a ſelf-evident 
lie, and on that alone reſt his hopes of being refcued from 
the fate to which he was doomed by the juſt ſentence of a 
judge and jury, who had with the utmoſt candour, accu- 


es and caution, heard every matter that could on his 
tri 


be urged in his favour, and maturely weighed every 
circumſtance that could poſſibly extenuate his criminality, 
before they pronounced him guilty. The detection of this 


falſhood added to the herror which filled the breaſts of man- 


kind, at the diſcovery of ſuch a complicated villain ; but 
the unthinking ſubject of theſe Memoirs perſiſted in his error, 
procured a conſiderable number of his caſe, falſely ſtated as 
it was, to be printed, and cauſed his unfortunate wife to 


- preſent one to our gracious Queen, a ſecond to the King, 
and one to almoſt every member of the two houſes of par- 


liament, imploring mercy for him, declaring that he had 


deen maliciouſly proſecuted, and unjuſtly convicted. As it 


is an indiſputable fat, that the great in | agate look into 

o notoriouſly in- 
famous, with a leſs enquiring eye than middling people, it 
is no wonder that many of the Lords, and more of the 
Commons, were ſtaggered at the plauſibility of. the argu- 


ments made uſe of in the caſe, ſeveral declared their doubts 
of his guilt reſpecting the fact for which he was condemned 
to die, and a knot of members of the lower houſe, who 


frequent Alice's coffee-houſe, abſolutely pronounced him 


innocent; nay their humanity carried them ſo far, that the 


Hon. Mr. H—, uncle to the Earl of S, propofed 
ſoliciting Lord North to interfere in his favour, and ſup- 
plicate the royal breaſt for mercy. His Majeſty was abſo- 
lutely ſpoke to on the ſubject, and the Recorder was twice 
ſent for to St. James's to ſtate the evidence, and recite what 

aſſed upon the trial, when the charge appearing to the 

ing ſo plainly proved, and the. evidence fo clearly com- 


petent, the criminal was ſuffered to die as he deſerved. 


While he was in the cells of Newgate, he was trefited: © 


with the greateſt humanity by the keeper : it is a neceſſary 25 
| cuſtom to put double irons'on a condemned perſon; but 3 


0 Bolland declared, that although he had certainly 
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after wearing- them a oy or two, Bolland complained of 4 | 


his leg being greatly inflamed. and ſwelled, . by the violent 
preſſure of one of the bazils; it was inftantly taken off, and 
the link ſecured to his leg in a much eaſier, and a much 
more bearable manner. After he had received ſentence, it 
would have aſtoniſhed any but thoſe acquainted with his 
numberleſs frauds, to have ſeen the flocks of people who 


daily reſorted to the Preſs-yard, deſiring an interview with 


the priſoner, in order to get back notes of theirs which he 
had in his poſſeſſion, and which he had detained under va- 
rious pretences, after having received the money due upon 


them; for reaſons peculiar to himſelf, perhaps indeed be- 


cauſe he knew an age would be ſcarcely ſufficient to ſettle 
his affairs of this kind, he would not be ſeen by the different 


parties who applied to him, but from time to time ſent a 


meſſage from the cells, that he knew nothing of the matter 


the announced perſons came about. Before the death war- 


rant came down, he ſent a note to Captain D——, deſiring 
to ſee him in perſon at the gaol: Captain D came, and 
after having had a ſhort tete a tete in the cells, found that 


the convict had taken it into his head, he had intereſt enough 


to procure him a reprieve; the captain was promiſed a ſuf- 


ficient ſecurity for the recovery of 400 l. which had either 
| been obtained by Bolland, or was comeatable by him, pro- 


vided the wretched ſubject of our pen was reprieved, thro 
the captain's intervention. The Ordinary of Newgate, in 
a manner becoming a chriſtian and a divine, frequently ex- 
horted him to make a diſcovery, of ſuch evil practices as h 


had been guilty of, which, by being known, might perhaps. * * = 


be of ſervice to the perſons impoſed on and ill-uſed by Ys 

en 2 
very wicked man in his life-time, nothing lay heavy at his 
heart, but his having procured a coroner's jury to bring in 
the verdict lunacy, when they ſat on the body of his nephew, 


'who was found hanging in the bed-chamber, where he Jay 


with a journeyman of the criminal's. The fact aroſe thus: 


Bolland, when he firſt began life, kept a butcher's ſhop, 
(as is related in the former part of this pamphlet) during 
which time he ſerved St. Thomas's hoſpital with meat; and 
it is ſaid, that in the courſe thereof, he defrauded that cha- 
© rity, by having procured a wooden weight, which in ap- 


paearance reſembled a metal one of fifty-ſix pounds, though __- 
it really weighed no more than ſeven pounds, and in weigg- 
ing ſome hundted weight of meat, this falſe one was uſuallx 
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put into the. ſcale, fo that in each cargo of proviſions, the 


hoſpital was defrauded of forty-nine pounds. He employed 
a, Journeyman im his buſineſs, who ſeeing bim cheat the 


„ 


- 


"hoſpital, and ſeveral captains of ſhips, in the ſame manner, 
thought higaſelf warranted to cheat him in return; a diſ- 
covery of which being made to him by his nephew and ap- 
pxentice, Bolland upbraided the journeyman with it, and 
in conſequence thereof, the man retaliated upon him his 
behaviour to the hoſpital, and ſeveral captains of ſhips, &c. 
and vowed revenge. A few days after the boy before- 
mentioned was found hanging in the bed- chamber where he 
and the journeyman lay; Which was made known by tha 
journeyman's coming down at day- light to his maſter's bed 
chamber, and telling him that Jem had hanged himſelf; 
upon this he went up ſtairs in his ſbirt, and found the boy 
Piber in his belt to the ſtaple within the bed - head, and na 


hi 


. der than would admit bim to be on his knees, having 
148 only bis ſhirt on. From this circumſtance Bolland LOG 
WM he journeyman to be the pernetrator of the fact, but was 
11 Fen de: matter, fearing a diſcovery of his own impo- 
5 Et tions in trade would be the conſequence. Excluſive of this 


affair, he declared that nothing troubled him, as he was 
not conſcious of having ever robbed man, woman, or child 
in his life. The ordinary aſked how he could make ſuch an 
aflertion, when he muſt know that great numbers daily came 
| to Newgate, and ſent in to him, deſiring him to ſettle affairs 
with them, or give them ſome account of their notes, which 
a he had in his poſſeſſion : Bolland replied, that what he had 
3 done in that way, was merely in the way of buſineſs, and 
= that the ſeveral ſums of money demanded of him was what 
E. 4 had been given him on various occaſions as civility money, 
1 which he and every other bailiff had a right to receive, for 
the favour ſhewn by them to perſons in their cuſtody, He 
did not give up the hopes of a reprieve till the laſt moment. 
On the day of execution, early in morning, Mr. &—, 
the celebrated comedian, viſited him in the cells, claimed 
an acquaintance, and was very familiar with bim; about 
= ſeven they went up to chapel together, and both received 
= the ſacrament. Bolland was in the courſe of his attendance ' 
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very compoſed, and ſaid that he was within the letter of 
RT the law to die, but in the preſent inſtance of his conduct he 
. was not intentionally guilty, though he acknowledged that 
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de had done other things for which he had deſerved _ 
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He was put in a cart on a raiſed form, (a very neceſfary 


improvement made by the preſent oY and was attende 
there by a preacher from the Tabernacle; to and at the 
place of execution, his deportment was manly, decent, and 
regular; he declared, when the rope was round his neck, 
that he forgave every body, and he hoped every body for- 
gave him. After hanging the uſual time, his body was put 
in a hearſe, and drove to Highgate, from whence he was 


brought, after dark, to an Undertaker's in Prince's-ſtreet, 


Drury-lane, and on Monday, March 23, was buried iq 
Bunhill-ficlds. x mt oe 9 OTE 
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la order to prevent miſtakes, we take this opportunity 
ef declaring, that Bolland's wife (as mentioned in page 5 of 
theſe Memoirs) was not the filter of Captain M—cn—r, who 
. fell in the River Of Plate, when fighting for his country; ſhe 

was related io another, but a very different family, of the ſame 
name. 1 ; . DE 7 OE 
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_ OF THE 
Liee, THOSE 8 EXECUTION oF 


JAMES BOLLAND, 
| Late Officer to the Sheriff of Middleſex, 


Who was Executed at Tyburn, March 18, 1772, 
FOR FORGERY. 


CONTAINING, 


I. An Account of his Birth and 
Education. 

II. Sets up the Trade of a But- 
cher. His Method of cheating 
St, Hoſpital, 


III. Commences Sheriff's Officer. 


His cruel Manner and Art of 
extorting Money from his Pri- 
ſoners. | 

IV. His Practices of deceiving 
the Courts of Juſtice, and pro- 
curing. Jew-bail for any Sums. 


| 


EXHIB 


reat Variety of notorious V 
mpoſitions, which he co 

his Followers and Dependants : 
be ſufficiently cautioned againſt the Artifices of ' NO 
Houſes, B Bailiffs, and their Followers. | 


V. His putting his Priſoners into 


Houſes, in order to defraud 
Tradeſmen. 

VI. His marrying a rich Widow 
at the Fleet, and his Treat» 
ment of her afterwards. 


VII. His artful Impoſitions on 


the Credulous and Unwary. 
VIII. His Attempt to purchaſe 
the Place of City Markhal. 
IX, His Behaviour under Sen- 
nce of Death, and at the 
ace of Execution. 


ING 


nies, Frauds, Deceits and 
tted in Conjunction with 
Whereby the Public will 
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WITH A FRON TISPIECE, 
Being a ſtriking. Likeneſs of the Criminal. 22 9 
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Printed for the AurHOR; and Sold by R. R1CHARDS, at 


his Lottery Office, No. 44, near Bartlett's Buildings, Hol- 


born; T. Pear, at Temple Exchange Coffee-houſe, Fleet 


Street; J. Swan, oppoſite Norfolk Street in the Strand, and 


che Pamphlet Shops at the Royal Exchange. 1772. 
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5 THE LIFE OF 
JAMES BOLLAN PD. 


7 HEN a notorious villain is brought to condign 


1 law, an exhibition of his life may be of great uſe 
to the public. For hereby we are made acquainted with 


the ſeveral ſteps and gradations of vice and immorality, 
and diſcover the riſe and progreſs of bad principles and 


vicious habits, till they arrive at the moſt diabolical 
heighth of wickedneſs, that human nature depraved is 
capable of. Another advantage, no leſs important, that 
may accrue to ſociety, from an attentive peruſal of ſuch 


kind of memoirs, is, that by obſerving and tracing the 
various methods, which theſe abandoned miſcreants 
take, to injure and prey upon the honeſt and undęſign- 


ing part of mankind, we are inſtructed how to guard 
againſt, and enabled to fruſtrate their wicked ſchemes 
and machinations. ES - | 1 ns 
Thus much we thought proper to ſay, by way of in- 
troduction to a life wholly ſpent in the practice of all 
manner of villainies, without the poſſeſſion of one vir- 
tue to recommend him; as will appear from the follow- 
ing Narrative. „ IRE 
Jamss Bol LAND was a butcher by trade, and was 
born, as one account publiſhed, of him ſays, in ſome 
town in the country; but in another we are told, that 
the mid wife handed him into the world in the year 1727, 
in the pariſh of St. Olave, Southwark. His father 
dying while he was yet but a child, the whole care and 


expence of bringing him up lay upon bis mother, who. 
ſupported him and herſelf by making children's toys for 


the ſhops; and as a further help kept a chandler's ſhop, 
and lent money to poor poople at eaſy rates. 
Jans, being arrived at the age of fourteen, was 
bound apprentice to a butcher; and no great complaint 


was made of him —_— that ſervitude. Baue 
. | ticeihip 
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puniſhment, and has ſuffered the ſentence of the 
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ticeſhip being expired, he married the daughter of a 
.publican, w 


kept the Nine Bells in St. Mary Overy's 
church-yard. ' In ſome time after the father and mother 
of the young woman retired, and put Bolland in poſſeſ- 
ſion of the houſe and buſineſs ; but in about a year's 
time failed, and was obliged to quit it. e 
But as Bolland's roving temper was not to be confined 
to one woman only, he ſoon got acquainted with one 
Sarah Blake, a fiſn- woman in the Borough- market; and 
as ſhe had a great 1 for him, and did not want mo- 
ney, ſhe proved the beſt friend he ever had, and ſupplied 
him with money to take a butcher's ſhop, which he did 
at the corner of Falcon Court, oppoſite St. George's 
church in the Borough, and for ſome time ſeemed to be 
in a good way of buſineſs; but his vices, which now 
became apparent to his neighbours and cuſtomers, ſoon 
leſſened his credit. However, he continued in this ſhop 
three or four years, during which time he ſerved St. 
| hoſpital with meat ; and it is ſaid, that in the 
courſe thereof, he defrauded that charity, by having. 


* procured a wooden weight, which in appearance reſem- 


bled a metal one of fifty-{ix pounds, though it really 


weighed no more than ſeven pounds, and in weighing 


ſome hundred weight of meat, this falſe one was uſually 
put into the ſcale, ſo that in each cargo of proviſions, 
the hoſpital was defrauded of forty-nine pounds. He 
employed a journeyman in his buſineſs, who ſeeing him 
cheat the hoſpital, and ſeveral captains of ſhips in the 
fame manner, thought himſelf warranted to cheat him 


in return; a diſcovery of which being made to him by 


his nephew and apprentice, Bolland upbraided the jour- 
neyman with it, and in conſequence thereof, the- man 
retaliated upon him his behaviour to the hoſpital, and 
ſeveral captains of ſhips, &c. and vowed revenge. A 
few days after the boy before-mentioned was — 
ing in the bedchamber where he and the journeyman 
lay z which was made known by the journeyman's co- 


miog down at day-light to his maſter's bedchamber, and 


telling him that Jem had 


himſelf; upon this 


he went up ſtairs in his ſhirt, and found the boy hang- 
ing in his belt to the ſtaple within the bed-head,. and no 
higher than would admit him to be on his knees, having on- 
ly his ſhirt on. From this circumſtance Bolland 1 
2 8 g 4 8 | t 
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che journeyman to be the perpetrater of the fact The 


above quarrel between the maſter and man, and the un» 
timely death of the boy, cauſed Bolland to leave of his 
buſineſs, and commence ſheriff's officer. 
But though Mrs. Blake had been thus kind to Bol- 

land, there are people who poſitively affirm, that within 
theſe ſix months laſt paſt he arreſted her, on a bond he: 
had formerly extorted from her, and lodged her in Wood=: 
ſtreet Compter. Upon which ſhe: procured a habeas 

corpus, and was carried before lord Mansfield, who ſent 


ber to the King's Bench. Having continued here for 


ſome time, and impatient of confinement, ſhe gave 
Bolland her gold watch, and ſeveral pieces of plate, by 
which means ſhe obtained her liberty. 259308 

By this tranſaction with St. __ _ Hoſpital, Bol 


Land entirely loſt his credit, and finding none either with - 
the carcaſe butcher or ſaleſman, he found it abſolutely 


neceſſary to quit that buſineſs and think of ſome other; 
and knowing he had every requiſite to qualify him for 


the office of a bailiff; ſuch as inhumanity, lying, cun- 
ning, prevarication, double dealing, and ſuch like no- 


table talents, he reſolved upon this expedient, and had 
no doubt of ſucceſs in the very honourable and Jucra- 
tive employment of a ſheriff's officer. Accordingly he 
applied to the ſheriff of Surry, who admitted him, af- 


ter giving the uſual ſecurities, into that office. And as 
Bolland had before had many occaſions to be acquainted 


with the gentlemen of that profeſſion, he was not long 
at a loſs how to conduct himſelf in this new employ- 
ment. ''s | N 

But before we open the ſcene of action in his new 


capacity, we ſhall relate a fact that happened ſome 


time before he became an officer, which gave a notable 
ſpecimen of his artful management. He went into the 
country, bought goods of ſeveral perſons, but paid for 
none, and coming to town, threw himſelf into a goal, 


took the benefit of an act of inſolvency, and returned 


to his former buſineſs, His country creditors, who 
knew nothing of this laſt tranſaction, and having given 
over their debts as loft, hearing he was in his ſhop again, 
arreſted him in ſix actions in one day. Upon which he 
ſued them all, and recovered damages for falſe impri- 
ent. 3 1 8 
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We now proceed to give an aecount of his conduct in 


office. Hig firſt care was to accommodate himſelf with 


a houſe fit for his purpoſe, where he might conveniently 
Jodge his priſoners. It happened at that time a ſpa- 
cious houſe at the lower end of Falcon Court was to be 
let, he took it, and entered upon it immediately; and 
as a wife was as neceſlary a piece of furniture as any he 


ſhould want, he married a ſecond, though his firſt wife 


was, and ſtill is living in Bermondſey workhouſe. 


His houſe was ſoon furniſhed and fitted up as a ſpun- 


ging-bouſe, and here he brought his priſoners, that is, 


ſuch as had money; as for thdſe that were poor and mo- 
neyleſs, he little regarded; his principal aim was to 


fleece thoſe who could pay well for a little civility ; and 


if their money laſted were welcome to ſtay the long va- 


cation, till the return of the writ ; and then if they 


went to priſon, he parted with them with great re- 


luctance. - oe 5 
As gaming had been always his favourite amuſement, 


he determined to make it turn to ſome account among 


his priſoners; and having a large yard, he contrived ſe- 


veral little diverfions for their entertainment, ſuch as 


ſkittles, marbles for taw, &c. and at night he had cards 
ready in the houſe to ſupply their place, and took care 
to make himſelf a party in their games, and being bet- 
ter verſed in the ſcience of tricking than themſelves, 


Was always ſure to be the gainer; and if he happened to 


be diſcovered in his roguery, and the injured party be- 
an to talk loud, his only anſwer was, Sir, if you don't 


ike it, you have nothing more to do, but to priſon in- 
ſtantly. This put an effectual ſtop to their murmur- 


. Ings, and to avoid the horrors of a priſon, were infi- 


nitely greater ſufferers in a ſpunging-houſe. 
But though his buſineſs was very lucrative, yet his 
vices were ſo many, and the demands to gratify them ſo 


urgent, that thoſe ſupplies, great as they were, he found 


inadequate to his neceſſities; and having run in debt 
beyond his abilities to ſatisfy his creditors, he bethought 


himſelf of a ſtatute, and having people enough at his 


beck to prove him one, he declared himſelf a bankrupt, 
having firſt made ſure of number and value to procure 
him a certificate. | 


* 2 gf 5 
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By this time his vile practices had rendered him ſo in- . K | 
famous, that his buſineſs fell off, and the attorneys in P? 
general being greatly offended. with his conduct, em- | 
ployed other bailiffs, This decline of fortune affeted —- 
him ſo ſenſibly, that he reſolved to change the ſcene of bo 
his operations, and raiſe recruits in Middleſex ; and ha- * 
-ving found bondſmen, he ſoon became an officer for 
that county, and took a houſe in the Savoy; and by 
profeſſing his honourable intentions to do juſtice to his 


# 


employers, and keeping much company, he at length . | © 
got into tolerable buſineſs ; but as vice was a kind of = 
| ſecond nature in him, we are not to wonder if that was * 
moſt prevalent in all his actions. For inſtanſm x 
A gentleman, whom he accidentally met with, em- 2 
ployed him to arreſt an officer belonging to an Eaſt-India- 9 


man juſt ready to ſail. The action was laid for three 1 
hundred pounds, and the plaintiff being obliged to go no 
into the country, left the management of the whole af- A 

fair to Mr. Bolland, promiſing him a handſome gratuity il 
if he did the buſineſs. Beolland ſoon met with his man, * 
and received the money before the ſhip ſailed, and being 
on a trading voyage, ſhe was not expected to return in 
leſs than three years. | | | N 

The plaintiff, on his return to London, went imme- 
diately to Bolland to know the ſucceſs of his affair; 
but was very ſolemnly aſſured, that every art had been 
practiſed to catch the defendant, but to no purpoſe; the 
truth of which the follower vouched, and ſwore to every 
thing bis maſter affirmed. KT h 

But the return of the ſhip, and of the defendant, 
ſoon convinced the plaintiff how greatly he had been 
impoſed upon, though he did not then know that Bol- 
land had received the money. , 

Another writ was ſued out, and the warrant given to 
another officer, and on his executing it, the party was 
ſurprized at being arreſted for a debt which he had al- 
ready diſcharged, and as an evidence thereof, produced 
Bolland's receipt for the debt and coſt. The plaintiff 
was thunderſtruck at this treatment; but reſolving to 
do himſelf juſtice, brought his action againſt Bolland, 
who bailed it, and having put the plaintiff to as muen 
expence as poſſibly he could, was ſurrendered by o_ 
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bail in execution, and by a habeas corpus moved him- 
ſelf to the Bleet. e t 
In the Fleet he became acquainted with one Mr. Ro- 
bort Hol—y, with whom he was ſometime ſince enga- 
ged in a paper war, to the no ſmall diverſion and infor- 
mation of the public, who thereby were let into many 
ſecrets of great advantage to be known, —_ 
Here Bolland experienced many hardſhips, as he had 
no money he often went with a hungry belly; and be- 
ing thus unable to help himſelf, much leſs aſſiſt others, 
all his quondam friends forſook him. The Fives-ground 
was his chief dependance, where now and then he pick- 
ed up a little money. His wife, indeed, who was poſ- 
ſeſſed of many amiable qualities, did all ſhe could for 
him; and for her kindneſs was always treated with i} 
„and not unfrequently with blows. Indeed, his 
behaviour to her, as well in as out of priſon, 
Among the reſt of his vices, his inclination to wo- 
men was not the leaſt, as his villainies were often per- 
petrated to furniſh means for their extravagance. His 
wife often expoſtulated with him on this head; but 
her prudent advice or reproof was generally anſwered. 
with abuſe or a beating. Though a bailiff he often en- 
deavoured to ſoar above his ſtation, and imitate the 
great; he had his miſtreſs and horſes in keeping; 
he gamed, drank, and ran into all the extravagancies 
of the faſhionable world; and as money will admit 4 
man into any company, we need not be ſurprized if we 


| ſhould happen to ſee & bailiff, or catehpole, in converſa- 


tion with men of quality and faſhion. | 
It was a great mortification to a man of his ſpirit and 
active diſpoſition to continue ſo long in priſon ; but there 


he was forced to ſtay, maugre all his efforts to obtain 


his liberty, till an act of inſolvency ſet him free. 
Afew days before he was at liberty, one Mr. Weſtron, 
a taylor, called to ſee a gentleman who was a priſoner 


in the Fleer, with whom Bolland happened to be then 
in company ; and underſtanding that -Mr. Weſtron was 
a taylor, beſpoke a ſuit of cloaths of him, that he might 
appear decently on his enlargement. Weſtron made no 
ſcruple to execute his order, and delivered the cloaths, 
Bolland being diſcharged, took lodgings in Saliſbury- 

„„ ns court. 
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court. Here Weſtron waited on him, and took hiv 
note to the amount of the bill. In the courſe of their 
converſation, Weſtron happened to mention his having a 
large quantity of houſhold-goods, which he had no im- 
mediate occaſion for; Bolland took the hint, and re- 
queſted as a favour that he would lend him thoſe goods 
for à time, till he could get ſome of his own; to which 
Weſtron with great good nature agreed. | | 


On receiving theſe goods, Bolland offered to give 


Weftron ſecurity for the return of them when demanded, 
which the latter generouſly refuſed to take, Weftron, 
however, having better confidered of it,'went to him 
ſome time afterwards, and defired the ſecurity which he 
had offered. Bolland anſwered, he would readily deliver 
back his own goods, provided he ( Weſtron) would pay 
him forty pounds, and that upon no other condition he 
ſhould have them. Weſtron, however, after this, made 
cloaths for Bo/land to the value of ſeven pounds, but 
never could get his money, nor the reſtitution of his 


_ a great part of which were ſold at Bolland's 
ou 


ſe in Sheer Lane, fince he was refuſed the office of 
city marſhal, particularly ſix chairs, which were ſold 
for five pounds ten ſhillings. LOT 
Being now at large, though he had no money, he 
was not incumbered with any debts, and took a large 
' houſe in Sheer Lane, which he furniſhed with Mr. 
Weſtron's goods as above related. Freſh bonds were 
given to the ſheriff of Middleſex, and he once more 
was an officer for that county. Having greatly impro- 


ved his talents while under the diſcipline and inftruQion 
in the college of the Fleet, he now diſplayed the vaſt 


compaſs of his abilities; and his former pranks were 
trifles, in compariſon to what he now put in practice in 
Sheer Lane. | | N 4 
He dealt with his impriſoned gueſts in this manner: 


inſtead of paying for every meal, as uſual, he charged 
each of them ſix ſhillings a day, for breakfaſt, dinner 


and ſupper ; which muſt be paid, eat or not, or to pri- 
ſon directly. A ſervant in livery waited at table, and 

ſide-board of plate bleſſed their eyes. | =: 
If any body aſked him, how he thought his priſoners, 


already in diftreſs, could afford to pay fix ſhillings a day. 


merely for eating, beſides the frequent cry of —come, 
5 vY | | 5 | won't 
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won't you give us a bottle of Hock or Madeira? His 
. conſtant * was, what is that to me? If they don't 
like it, they may cafily relieve themſelves, and go to 


» 


After ſome time, his friends, who had given him 
eredit on his coming into buſineſs, ſeeing what a ſplen- 
did figure he made, thought it a proper time to call upon 
him for their money. Some he cajoled with telling them 
fine ſtories ; others, who would not take ſuch ſort. of 
coin in payment, got part of their money; but his good 
friend who furniſhed his houſe, he fairly (or rather moſt 
baſely) chouſed out of the whole, to the amount of two 
hundred pounds. | 80 
But all the immenſe profits of the houſe, liquors, 
caption fees, and his extravagant charge for bail bonds, 
exacting one guinea for every hundred pound laid in the 
writ, though the ſheriff allows an officer to take no more 
than five and three-pence, however large the ſum may 
be; yet all theſe, with many other ways he had to get 
money, he was always in ſome ſcrape or other for his 
illegal practices; and though his character was univer- 
ſally known, yet no officer had ſo much buſineſs to 
tranſact as he. The verge of the court, though always 
held ſacred, he often violated; it was no protection to 
the unfortunate, if the plaintiff would give him a pro- 
per fee, tho his raſhneſs did not always go unpuniſhed. 
His ungenerous treatment of two of his moſt inti- 
mate friends, Mr. D. and Mr. L. B. about three years 
ago, deſerves to be known. D. had, by ſome means or 
other, poſſeſſed himſelf of a pocket-book, in which was 
a bill of thirty pounds on a gentleman of worth and 
character, to whom it was preſented, but refuſed pay- 
ment, declaring it was picked out of his pocket. Upon 
which it was agreed among them to take out an action 
againſt the ſaid, gentleman, and, on getting the money, to 
divide it equally between them three, ten pounds to each. 
Upon which they informed the gentleman, that unleſs 
the money was immediately paid, an action would be 
brought againſt him ; his anſwer was he would defend 
it; but deſired them to leave it at his attorney's, and he 
would immediately bail it ; but this not ſuiting their 
purpoſe, the gentleman. was arreſted for thirty pounds. 
Bolland, to excuſe this rudeneſs, pretended ignorance 


of 


if detaining him would be of any ſort of prejudice, he 
need only leave the amount of the debt and coſt in his 
hancs, and then he might put in bail at his leiſure, and 
his money would be-returned., is 
The gentleman acquieſced, and left the money in his 
hands. Next day the gentleman's attorney called on 


Balland, in order to put in bail, and have the money re- 
turned; his anſwer was; that the money paid him by 


the gentleman was to diſcharge the bill and coſt, and 
that he knew nothing of bail to be put in, and therefore 
would not trouble bis head about it. The attorney was 
ſurprized ; but on acquainting his client with Bolland's 
anſwer, he aſſured him he bad depoſited the money only 
as a ſecurity. The attorney returned again to Bolland. 
who. perſiſted in the ſame ſtory. The attorney having 


reaſon to doubt his veracity, demanded the bill, as 


he had got the money; but this was not in his power; 
for the bill was lodged in D's hands, who would not 
part with it without his. ſhare of the money. The at- 


torney finding, it a juggle, moved the Court of King's 


Bench againſt the. holdet of the bill, D. the attorney 
L. B. and our unfortunate hero; and obliged them, not 

only to return the depoſit money, but to pay all coſts. 
Wben Holland dealt in horſes, he bought and paid for 
a ſtring in Oxfordſhire, and cheapened a mare, but 


cbuld not agree about the price. However, the next 


morning, when he went for the horſes, he took the mare 
likewiſe, unknown to the owner, affirming to the ſer- 
vant he had bought and paid for her. The farmer being 
informed of the fact, took out a warrant, but was per- 


ſuaded, firſt to draw a bill on him in Eondon. Bel 


land. accepted the bill, but before it was due became a 
bankrupt. The farmer did not ſtir, in it again for a great 
while, but underſtanding he was again in full buſineſs, 
he had now ea chance to get his money; and getting 


his warrant backed in Middleſex, apprehended poor 
„ and took him before Sir John. He, finding he 
could not e ſcapè the iron hand of juſtice, employed his 


emiſſaries to ſoften the farmer, by offering his price for 


the mare; and alſo his expences; and thus the felony 


was compounded, and Jemmy again at large. 


14 
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of the affair, and complaiſantly told the gentleman, that 
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r Among Belland's priſoners was a young gentleman of 


a good figure and addreſs, but extravagant, and had got 
in his taylor's debt to enable him to make a figure, in 


order to marry a rich widow ; but being rejected, he 


was arreſted for the cloaths, and brought to Sheer Lane. 
His vices and juvenile follies had loft him all his friends, 
who paid no regard to his moſt earneſt entreaties in this 
diſtreſs ; and being reduced to his laſt ſhirt, by the re- 
peated demands of his craving landlord, he at laſt told 
Bolland, that it being out of his power to make him 
any further ſatisfaction, he choſe rather to go to priſon 
than to ſtay any longer there, Bolland anſwered, he 
was ready to carry him to Newgate as ſoon as he pleaſed. 


To Newgate ! replied he. To be fure, anſwered the 


other, unleſs you get a habeas, for that is the county goal. 


Aſtoniſned at the thoughts of being ſent to Newgate, 


he diſcovered in his look the utmoſt deſpair. - Bolland, 


obſerving his diſtreſs, aſſured him he might be made a 
man of if he would follow his advice. The young gen- 
tleman was eager to know by what means he might ex- 


tricate himſelf from his preſent difficulties. | 


The ſcheme, ſays Bolland, by which I propoſe to aſ- 


ſiſt you is this: ſuppoſe one was to get you a carriage 
and horſes, place you in a houſe, and furniſh you with 
cloaths and other conveniencies; in ſuch caſe I could re- 


commend you to ſeveral tradeſmen that would give you 
credit for plate, jewels, wines, &c. Theſe you could 
ſoon turn into ready money, which would enable you 
to make a figure, and very probably in a very ſhort time 


you would be able to marry a woman of fortune, and 
by thus doing for yourſelf have no occaſion for the aſ- 


ſiſtance of your friends. | | 1 
The young gentleman gladly accepted the propoſals, 


and thereupon bail was quickly provided, and which 
Bolland was never at a loſs for, be the ſum what it 


would. The gentleman was equipt with cloaths, a 
ſworg, and other neceſſary appendages; a chariot hi- 


red, and one of Bolland's men was his footman, and at 


the ſame time a ſpy upon his actions. The plan being 
thus laid, was executed with great ſucceſs; plate, 
jewels, and other things of great value, were ſoon ob- 


tained from the different tradeſmen, and always imme 


diately removed to Sheer Lane to be diſpoſed of, and 
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as à ſecurity to his bail. Many tradeſmen were thus 
taken in, from the character every where given of him, 
as a young gentleman of great fortune juſt come of age. 
But this farce could not be carried on long without 
being blown ; the bills began to come in apace; good 
words and fair promiſes availed for ſome time'; but theſe 
being not made good, the creditors grew clamorous, and 
Bollaud having made all the advantage he could of him, 
his bail ſurrendered him up to priſon, where he was ſoon 
loaded with a number of actions, for goods he had ob- 
| tained in the manner aforeſaid, nor could he take any 
revenge for the injury done for the property obtained 
from him, for he had (as deſired) ſigned a bill and 
receipt for every parcel of goods, otherwiſe, Bolland 
told him, he could not juſtify his ſelling them again. 
The reflections occaſioned by the villainy of others, as 
well as his own folly and credulity, together with the 
irrecoverable loſs of his character and friends, made ſo 
_ deep an impreſſion on his ſpirits, that he died of a bro- 
ken heart. | 5 
By this method of putting young fellows into houſes, 
and enabling them to make a figure, and allowing them 


but a trifle for their ſhare of the profits, he got a great 


deal of money, and his houſe in Sheer Lane was loaded 
with his ill-got wealth, conſiſting of cloth of all ſorts, 
plate, rings, watches, plated goods, pictures, wines, 
and every thing he could get and turn to money. 

is next project was, to ſend a perſon into the country 
to buy goods, and draw for the ſame on an indigent 
tradeſman in London, one under his own clutches, 
and therefore not in his power to refuſe him any thing. 
A proper man being found out. was equipt and ſent in- 
to the country for this purpoſe. No particular goods 
were mentioned in his orders, for all was fiſh that came 

to their net. 1 1 

The firſt ſcene of theit operations was in Hampſhire; 
and how this country agent managed the buſineſs, may 
be conjectured from the following letter to his maſter _ 
Bolland, which we give only as a ſpecimen of their ho- 
neſt dealings. 


C 2 & Dear 
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ct Dear Sir, . N 

% Excellent ſucceſs this morning! I haye bougbt 
e twenty pieces of ſhalloon, twelve hogſheads of beer, 
ce beſides wipe, and all of them are on the road to 
« London. You ſee my promiſes are not wind. Let 
e the bills I have drawn on I. — and D be ac- 
« cepted, and I can double the cargo before the month 
<« is expired, at which date I drew them. If you but 
& keep the ſecret (for you are a curſed blab) we may 
„make our fortunes, and no one know any thing of the 
& ſcheme. I have another ſcheme in my head that will 
F< anſwer better than any thing we have done yet. At 
e our next meeting I will let your know all the parti» 
% cyulars, Adieu! | | 

« Yours ſincerely.” 


This trade proved very ſucceſsful for ſome time; but 


the fraud being diſcovered, it was knocked up, 


This project failing, another came into his head, 
which-was, the procuring of bail for perſons under ar- 
reſt; for whoever could produce the ready caſh, never 
fail'd of his aſſiſtance on ſuch occaſions ; he had his men 
ready for any ſum, no matter whether it was for fifty 
or five thouſand pounds, they would as readily ſwear to 


one at the other. 

As it was the ill fortune of ſeveral tradeſmen to fall 
under his clutches, he uſed, upon being handſomely 
tipped, to let them go on their words; but when he 
wanted bail for any perſon in his houſe, theſe tradeſmen 
were called upon to do the office, which they durſt not 
refuſe, if they defired any longer to continue at large 
themſelves. When this method was not thought pro- 
per, he had another ſet of men for the purpoſe, whom 
he retained to make affidavits when neceſſary. 

Two of theſe men, whom he had equipt with pro- 
per cloaths to appear in, to give bail for a pretty large 
ſum, having done the job, and received the price of their 
perjury, went to regale themſelves at a public-houſe near 
Covent-garden, and were there ſeized for a highway 
robbery, were tried, convicted and executed, and Bol. 


land, as ſheriffs officer, attended their execution, dreſſed 
F mk 
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in the cloaths he had lent them, and which became the 
perquiſite of the hangman, - £4158 8 0 


1 


Among other artifices for getting money, he put in 
practice the following. One Mr. H. 1 
ſeveral times caged in Sheer- lane; Bolland was perfectly 
acquainted with his circumſtances and connections in life; 
Mr. H— had taken lodgings in Grays-Inn, and fur- 
niſned them very genteelly, and had a good deal of pro- 


perty there beſides; of which Holland being appriſed, | 


ſet his brains to work in contriving a way to get poſſeſſi- 
on of them, which he compaliod in the following 
manner. wy DR 
In concert with his worthy colleague in iniquity, Mr, 
P an attorney, he took out an action againſt the 
ſaid Mr. H and likewiſe entered an appearance to it 
under the hand of Mr. an attorney, whom Mr. 
H had never employed; the law was purſued to 


execution, of all which Mr. H was entirely igno» 


rant; and when he was out of town, Bolland entered 
| his lodgings by virtue of the execution, ſeized all his 
effects, and conveyed them to his houſe in Sheer- lane 3 
and when Mr, H demanded an inventory he was 
refuſed ; and the whole became the ſpoil of theſe tws 
honeſt gentlemen; the Court of Kings Bench was 
moved againſt them, and an attachment granted, which 
Baliand, by being then in Newgate, gave him no 
trouble. N 


His cruel dealing with Mrs. G is of ſo atroci- | 
ous a nature, that we cannot help relating it. Captain 


G going to ſea, left his wife in poſſeſſion of an 
elegant houſe near Groſvenor Square; during his ab- 
ſence, Mrs. G contracted a debt of thirty pounds 
by a note of hand. Bolland was employed to arreſt her, 

and ſhe was brought to his houſe; but upon her giving 
bim five guineas, ſhe was, as the phraſe is, turned up, 
i. e. let go. In about three days afterwards he diſ- 

tched ſome of his myrmidons, to fetch her back again, 
and for her ſecond enlargement, he extorted ten guineas z 
and to prevent her abſconding, inſtead of a bail bond, 
obliged her to execute a warrant to confeſs judgment a- 
gainſt her effects, and a ſham note for forty pounds was 
given her as a further advance on her goods; and he 


to 


immediately took poſſeſſion of her effects, and proceeded 
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to a diſpoſal. The poor woman, ſeeing herſelf thus 


robbed and abuſed, ſet fire to her houſe, but 
being timely diſcovered was ſoon extinguiſhed, and the 
s were all moved to Sheer-lane, and the woman 
committed to Newgate. While ſhe was in priſon, 
Captain G returned from ſea, How ſenſibly he 
was affected on this melancholy occaſion, may be more 
eaſily imagined than deſcribed. He behaved with the 
greateſt tenderneſs and affectionate concern for his wiſe, 
and gave her all the comforts in his power. In the 
mean time, Bolland began to apprehend that the cap- 
fain's activity, together with the juſtice of his cauſe, 
would be too hard for him. To prevent ill conſequences 
from that quarter, he got him arreſted a few days be- 
fore his wife's trial, and was brought to the houſe in 
Sheer-lane. Mrs. G was convicted, but the un- 

parallel'd cruelties of her cafe being repreſented to his 
majeſty, ſhe received his royal pardon. Another cir- 
cumſtance attending this affair was; one] H 
was a party concerned in the note for which Mrs. G 
was firſt arreſted ; him Bolland ſtript of every ſhilling he 
could extort, and took his note for the reſidue, and in a 
few days after arreſted him again, and again ſtript him 
of his all. 8 bg! # 
Another inſtance of Bolland's cruelty we ſhall give in 
the following ſtory, 3 
Among the number of the fair ſex, with whom he 
was intimately acquainted, was one who had plighted 
her faith to a ſailor, who returning from ſea, with his 
heart warmed with love, and his pockets full of gold 
(between three and four hundred pounds) ſhe conſulted 
Bolland in what manner ſhe ſhould act on this occaſion ; 
he adviſed her to perſuade her lover to return to ſea, 
for the money he had got would not do to ſet up a-pub- 
lic houſe, as he had propoſed ; and then, adds Bolland, 
you will have his money to take care of, and we will 
ſpend it jovially together. This advice, bad as it was, 
the weakly followed ; and ſent the ſailor back to ſea, 
anelement much leſs treacherous than the faithleſs nymph 
he left behind. | | | 5 

Bolland having got poſſeſſion of the gold, ſoon grew 

tired of his miſtreſs, and even uſed her barbarouſly; 


which ſo provoked her, that ſhe could not forbear up- 
| braiding | 


braided him with the money he had got from her; he, 
to prevent ſuch diſagreeable clamours for the future, 
a perſon to ſwear a debt againſt her, for which ſhe was 
arreſted and confined in the Fleet, were ſhe ſuffered all 
the miſeries of want and wretchedneſs, under which 
having languiſhed for ſome time, ſhe. died miſerably, + 
The ſailor returning ſoon after her death, being in- 
for med of her infidelity and miſerable end, was fo af- 
fected that he loſt his ſenſes; but being, by proper 
means, at length recovered, now gets a wretched live- 
lihood by ſkinning dead dogs and cats about the ſtreets, 
his diſorder having utterly diſqualified him for the duties 
.of a ſeaman. | | 510425 nr 
The attorneys of the courts at Weſtminſter were 
well acquainted with his rogueries by the trouble he had 
iven them; one inftance of which is the following. 
r. B an attorney in the city, employed him 
to arreſt Co P for one hundred pounds, which 
he executed, and received the money, and kept it; of 


which Mr. B——— being informed, ſued the ſheriff, 


and recovered the money, which Balland's ſecurities were 
obliged to make good. But Bolland recollecting, that 
he had not given the defendant a receipt for the hundred 
pounds when it was paid him, took out another writ 
againſt him for the ſame ſum; but, unluckily for him, 
it happened, that a perſon whom he had forgot, was 
preſent when the money was paid him, and ſo was ob? 
liged to put up with the diſappointment, and payment 
of coſts. 6 . em; ; Orr 8 
Mr. Wilkes being appointed ſheriff, was informed. of: 
the many tricks and frauds this notorious offender had 
committed, and was daily practiſing, and judging it an 
inury to the public, to continue him any longer in of- 
_ fice; refuſed the renewal, of his bonds, notwithſtanding; 
all the artifices and recommendations that money could 
procure, were made uſe of. Mr. Wilkes was inflexibleg{ _ 
and would not ſuffer ſuch a villain any longer to tyran- 
nize over the unfortunate, under the ſanction of being 
an officer. E N 
All his ſchemes being thus totally fruſtrated, he was 
fome time at a loſs which way to turn himſelf ; he might 
indeed have been a marſhals court officer, but that he 
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thought was too mean and infamous, even for him to 
The render, after peruſing the foregoing facts, will ſuppoſe 
that Bo/land had, by this time, well feathered his neſt, and 
had amaſſed a very confiderable ſum of money; and the 
office of city marſhal-being now become vacant, he im- 
agined that ſuch a ſituation would ſuit him very well, 
and as it was a place of purchaſe, he thought he could 
Taiſe the money; beſides which, he could get recom- 
mendations from ſeveral perſons in trade, from the expec- 
tation of ſerving him with the aſſortments in which 


they dealt. 1 


One would think it ſcarce credible that a man, whoſe 
character was become infamous, even to. a proverb, 
ſhould be admitted to pay the purchaſe money to ibe 
chamberlain of the City of London; yet ſo it was and 
nothing more was wanting to enter upon the office, 
but the approbation of the court of aldermen. But 
here he met with a terrible rebuff, for Mr. H 
very ſeaſonably interpoſing, addteſſed a letter to that 
court, in which he diſplayed all his villainies in their 
true and proper colours. Upon which the court were 
unanimouſſy of opinion, that ſuch a man was abſolutely 
improper for the office, and that the admitting him into 
it would reflect the higheſt diſhonour on the city, and 
bear hard even upon their own characters as guardians 
of the people. is 24 3s 

As he thought himſelf very ſure of the place, it was 
a moſt ſenſible mortification to him to be thus diſap- 
pointed. He made ſeveral attempts to juſtify himſelf ; 
but the facts alledged againſt him were too notorious to 
be denied or palhated; and his defence ſerved rather to 
aggravate than exculpate the charges againſt him ; ſo 
that patience upon force was his only remedy ; and to 
wait a more favourable opportunity to get into power, 
his dernier reſort. 3+ i 

His ambition was to be in ſome way of getting mo- 
ney, no matter how, and only wanted an opportunity 
to employ his talents, which had never, failed him in ex- 
ecuting thoſe execrable ſchemes, by which he hadruined 
ſo many helpleſs and unwary people; and as a ſerjeant 
at mace was about to reſign, he had ſome notion of 


purchaſing that place; but his character wes ſo * 
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ſally known, that even in this too he was foiled, But 
what mortified him more than all the reſt was his credis 
tors, 'and thoſe he had defrauded, hearing that a good 
ſum of money was depoſited in the chamberlain's hands, 
attached it; this was a blow he little expected, as he 
thought none durſt attack him in that quarter; but 
his power and his credit fell together. | 
It has been a matter of wonder that, though this no- 
tocious culprit has been guilty of numberleſs villainies, 
for many of which the gallows ought to have been his 
reward, that he has generally eſcaped with impunity. 
His character was well known to Sir John Fielding, who 
ſometime ago warned him on the ſcore of his conduct. 
To which he replied, Catch me and have me, Sir 
4 John;“ little imagining at that time that he would 
be caught, truſting to the chicanery of the laws in pre- 
ference to their juſtice. e 
But though his rogueries were too numerous to find 
room in this pamphlet, yet we ſhall infert the few fol- 
lowing well atteſted facts. 5 
About a year ago, captain D was arreſted for 
ninety pounds, and carried to Sheer Lane. After ſome 
time, Bolland offered to get him bail for ten guineas 
which was accepted, and the captain ſet at liberty. Not 
long after, the captain called (on a ſunday) at Bolland's 
to ſee a friend then in his cuſtody. Bolland detained the 


captain, on pretence that the ſecurity. was not good, 


though he himſelf had procured the bail. Upon which 
the captain's friends ſued out a habeas corpus, and re- 
moved him to the King's Bench. Bolland ſold ſpirituous 
liquors without a licenſe ; for which a friend of the 
captain's reſolved to puniſh him. Accordingly he went 
to his houſe, and called for a glaſs of Geneva, for 
which he paid ſix-pence. He went the ſecond time, 
and paid the ſame for another glaſs. He then laid his 
information, and received the reward due to the infor- 
mer; he then waited on captain D in the King's 
Bench priſon, and gave him ſeven guineas in part of 
the ten which Bolland had extorted from him; a ſeaſon- 
able ſupply for the captain, who was then ſtarving. 
Some time ago, Bolland arreſted a carpenter in Weſt- 
minſter, Le the ſuit of one Sop, who then lived in the 


Mint, Ssochwark. The debtor's wife met Bolland at 
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the piaintin's houſe, and under a pretence of talking 

over the affair in private, took her up ſtairs and lay with 
her. Sop, who was in the next room, ſaw through a 
hole in the wainſcot, what paſt between them. Bolland 
received the debt, but did not pay it to the plaintiff. 
Upon which Sop told the defendant what he had ſeen 
acted between Bolland and his wife, whereupon he took 
out an action; but juſt before the trial was to come on, 
Bolland paid Sop the debt, which put an end to 
the affair. | =” 

Not long ſince Bolland prevailed on a young fellow, 
who he knew was poſſeſſed of nine hundred pounds 


ready money, to become his partner in horſe-dealing. 


This ſum, or the greateſt part of it, Bolland ſoon be- 
came maſter of, allowing his partner now and then only 
a few ſhillings for pocket-money. In about nine months, 
the young horſe-dealer had not a ſhilling left, and ſcarce 
a ſhoe to his foot; and on applying to his partner for re- 
lief, was told, that if he did not deſiſt from his impor» 
tunities, he ſhould be arreſted for twenty-five pounds, 
due for money lent, lodging and board. 
A little before the Fleet marrizges were aboliſhed by 
act of parliament, Bolland had got acquainted with a 
rich widow, worth about fifteen hundred pounds; and 
having firſt got her intoxicated, took her in a coach to 
the rules of the Fleet, and applied to parſon Wyat to do 
the job; but he ſeeing the woman in that condition, at 
firſt refuſed to read the marriage ceremony; but his 
ſcruples were ſoon removed by Belland's giving him a 
guinea, They were married, and Bolland took. her 
home, and went to bed to her as his wife. In the 
morning the was ſurprized to find a man in bed with 
her, and demanded who he was, and how he came 
there ? Bol/and told her he was her lawful huſband, and 
to convince her of his veracity, he demanded her keys, 
and ſtript her of bank notes and other valuables to the 
amount of a thouſand pounds. - This unhappy woman 
afterwards worked many years in the Fleet-market as a 
baſket-woman, and died very poor. a 

A young gentleman had loſt a large ſum of money to 
a ſet of gamblers at Newmarket, which he refuſed to 
pay. They applied to Bolland, who was one uß the gang, 
to arreſt him for the money; he executed their _ 
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and carried the young fellow to his own houſe ; but 
knowing the arreſt was an illegal act, he offered to re- 
leaſe him for five guineas, and the offer was accepted; 
but at the ſame time told him, that his creditors would 
ſeize his goods for the debt, and adviſed him to affign 
them over to himſelf. This was agreed to, and Bolland 
having obtained a bill of ſale, fold the goods, and 
ſunk all the money. 3 
Bolland arreſted a tradeſman in Butcher Row, with- 
out Temple-Bar, for one hundred and five pounds and 
{1x-pence, at the ſuit of a Jew, whom the debtor did 
not know. Bolland took him to his houſe, where the 
priſoner ſent for his attorney, who, on his coming, 
traced the Jew, and found him at a coffee-houſe in 
Duke's Place, from whence he was taken before the 
ſitting alderman, before whom he confeſſed that Bolland 
had given him a guinea for ſwearing the debt. Being 
aſked how he could be guilty of ſuch an atrocious crime, . 
he anſwered, that for ten and ſix- pence, or a guinea each, 
he could procure an hundred Jews who would do the like. 
Many other exploits of this kind might be recited to- 
illuſtrate the character of our hero; but we believe the 
foregoing well known facts will be ſufficient to con- 
vince the reader, how richly he deſerved the tate that was 
preparing for him; which brings us to the laſt ſcene of 
action which finiſhed his courſe of iniquity, of which 
we ſhall now give a particular account. " 
James Bolland was indicted at the Old Bailey, on the 
22d of February, for forging and counterfeiting on the 


” 


back of a promiſory note, an indorſement in the name 


of James Banks, with an intent to defraud Francis 
Cardineaux, and was alſo charged with uttering 
and publiſhing as true the ſaid forged indorſement, 
| knowing the ſame to be falſe, &c. 
The note was as follows: 
000 - London Oct. 12, 
Two months after date I promiſe to pay to Mr. Samuel 
Pritchard, or order, one hundred pounds, value received. 


Charles Stieet, | 
| Covent Garden. , J : mne, 
John Leigh, clerk to Sir John F ielding, proved the 
note delivered to him at Sir John's houſe. : 
| 1 Mr. 
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Mr. Levy, an attorney, depoſed, he got the note of | 
Mr. Morris, at Mr. Cardineaux's, who hearing it was 
a forgery, ſaid he would be willing to proſecute, but de- 
fired three or four days to conſider of it. Some time af- 
ter, Cardineaux met Levy at Sir Jghn Fielding's, where 
Jeſſon's evidence was taken, and informations draun; 
that Levy, without having any quarrel with Bolland, 
carried on the proſecution as a friend to the community. 

Jeſſon ſwore, that having buſineſs with one Lilburne, 
he met him at the George and Vulture tavern in Cornhill, 
and ſaw Bolland, whom he aſked to ſettle a note of fiſty 
guineas, which he, Jeſſon, had diſcounted for him. That 
Bolland produced Bradſhaw's note, and deſired Jeſſon, as 
he was out of caſh, to diſcount it. The note was indorſed 
James Bolland; but Jeſſon telling him he looked upon 
Bradſhaw to be good, but that he could not negotiate it 
with Bolland's name on the back of it; the latter told 
him he could take off his name, and Lilburne took up 
one of the table knives, and erazed all but the B, on which 
the priſoner ſaid, © don't ſcratch it all out, for it may 
disfigure it, by making a hole in it,” and then immedi- 
ately wrote anks, which made Banks, and gave it to Jeſſon, 
who put it up, and the next day aſked Mr. Cardineaux to 
diſcount him a note of Bradſhaw's. Cardineaux ſaid he 
would doit on Friday, on which Jeſſon left the bill 
with him, but having ſome money to make up, borrowed 
fifteen pounds ten ſhillings of him, promiſing if he did 
not diſcount the bill to return it him. 

On the Saturday after the priſoner came to the evi- 
dence, to know if he had done the buſineſs. Jeſſon told 
him he had left the note with Cardineaux. In the evening 
one Handſworth came to him, and told him, Bolland wanted 
to ſee him, on which he went out and ſaw the prifoner, 
who ſaid he was greatly puſhed for money, and that he 
muſt have the bill or caſh directly. Jeſſon then went to 
Cardineaux, and Balland and —— went to a 
coffee-houſe in Queen Street, to wait his anſwer. Cardi- 
neaux came with the evidence ſoon after to the coffee- 
houſe, and was introduced to Bolland, and while he was 
enquiring who Pritchard and Banks were, Jeſſon went 
to Cardineaux's houſe for a banker's check; and on his 
coming back, found the priſoner had ſatisfied Cardineaux 
concerning thoſe perſons, and that Bolland had produced 


another 
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another bill for ten pounds, which Cardineaux agreed to 
diſcount for him. That in taking of the note, the priſo- 
ner ſaid Banks was z victualler near Rathbone Place, and 
a man of good character. That Cardineaux ſaid it did 
not ſuit him to give Bolland all the money in caſh, gave 
his draught for forty-four pounds, and his note for the 
remainder of the ſum, when the note became due, ex- 
cept the fifteen pounds ten ſhillings, which Jeſſon paid, 
to the priſoner. Cardineax then left' them, and Bollan 
| lent Jeſſon the above fifteen pounds ten ſhillings for a 
month, upon his note, which was paid when it be- 
came due. | | 

A ſhort time after, when it appeared in the papers that 
Bradſhaw was a bankrupt, Cardineaux called upon ſeſ- 
ſon and told him he muſt take care of that hundred pound: 
note of Bolland's, as his banker would probably return it 
to him ditectly. Jeſſon then went to Bolland at the Swords, 
blade coffee-houſe, where he told him the circumſtance 
of the note's being not likely to be paid from Bradſhaw's 
bankruptcy, and that he muſt take care of it. Bolland 


replied, what note are you talking of? On which the 


evidence deſcribed it; but the priſoner ſaid he knew no- 
thing at all of it, and aſked if his name was on it? Jeſſon 
then told him no, but Banks's, and that he was anſwer- 
able for it. Bolland rejoined he had nothing to do with 
it, and laughed and ſneered at Jeſſon, when he aſſured 
him he would lay open the whole matter to Cardineaux. 
On this they parted, and next morning Cardineaux and 
Handſworth calling upon Jeſſon, he diſcovered to them 
the tranſaction of writing the ax#s, and mentioned the 
improbability of Mr. Cardineaux being ſatisfied for the bill. 

Mr. Cardineux declared Jeſſon came to him with the 
note as mentioned before; that he knew Bradſhaw very 
well, and on.enquiring who Banks was, Jeſſon told him 
he did not know, but ſoon after brought the evidence an 
account in writing, that he dealt in wine and brandy, 
and lived in Rathbone Place. A few days after Jeſſon 
told him that Bolland, whom at that time he did not 
know, was the owner of the note, and they met at the 
Edinburgh coffee-houſe, where Holland aſked him if he 
would diſcount the bill, and gave Pritchard, Bradſhaw, 
and Banks, the characters of men of property, * 
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the latter dealt in wine and ſpirits in Rathbone Place; 


that he did not then aſk Bolland to indorſe the bill, and 


was told afterwards by Jeſſon, it was better his name 


ſhould not be on it, as (though a man of property) he 


had formerly been a ſheriff*s officer. Some days after, 


| the evidence, with Jeſſon, met Bolland and Handſworth 


at a coffee-houſe in Kings-ſtreet, and upon telling him 
it was not convenient for him to give him all in caſh, 
Bolland ſaid he would be contented with half, and took 
his note at two months for fifty pounds. That Jefion 


brought him the check, as above related, and Bolland 


ve him a little bill for ten guineas, which he diſcount- 


ed alſo. Some time ago, When Bradſhaw appeared in 


the Gazette, the evidence accidentally meeting Bolland 


at the Hamburgh coffee-houſe, he ſaid, that the bill I 


diſcounted for you will not be paid; the priſoner, with 
an air of aſtoniſhment, ſaid, wat bill? and on being 
told the bill that Cardineaux diſcounted for him, replied, 


I never difcounted a bill with you, Sir, you miſtake 


me, my name is James Bolland, I never ſaw you in my 
life; for you have got no bill with my indorſement.” 
The evidence then, having been told the circumſtance 
by Jeflon, whiſpered to the priſoner, he knew who wrote 


Banks upon the bill; upon which Bolland ſaid, make 


yourſelf eaſy, the bill will be paid when due.” 
Another time, when he ſaw the priſoner, he told him, 
if he was not in preſent caſh, if he had any good bill 
he would take it in payment; but Cardineaux could get 
none, and left the bill when due with Mr. Morris, and 
never ſaw Bolland ſince that time; though after he was 
taken, a perſon brought the hundred pound, in the name 
of James Banks, and the evidence gave him a receipt in 
that name, about the firſt of January laſt. . 
VU pon being aſked, why he did not deliver up the bill, 
when the money was paid? Cardineaux ſaid, becauſe he 
bad given it to Morris, who had delivered it to Levy, 


Who had aſked him, if he was willing to proſecute Bol- 


land ? And that he replied, he would, as he thought it 
was the duty of an honeſt man to do ſo. The hand 
writing of Pritchard and Bradſhaw, was proved by 
Pritchard's clerk, who ſaid, the bill was a note in ac- 
count with Balland, and that, he did not recollect 


Pritchard was paid any conſideration for it. 1 8 
The 


The priſoner in his defence declared, he never in his 
life committed a forgery, with an intent to cheat any 
one; that the fault was Jeflon's, not his: that at that 
time he had two thouſand pounds in Sir Robert Lade 
broke's hands, that. Pritchard owed him one thouſand 
pounds, that his name was good at that time, without 
the name of Banks, and that Cardineaux had been paid 
his money; but he left the reſt to his council, as he did 
not underſtand the caſeee. 
The jury found him guilty of uttering and publiſh- 
ing the bill, knowing the indorſement to be forged. | 
_ Upon his return to Newgate from his trial and con- 
viction, he appeared ſenſibly affected with his ſituation, 
and ſaid he had not an intention to defraud Cardineaux, þ 
but reflected on Pritchard and others. He appeared at 1 
chapel the ſunday following; but perceiving ſeveral - = - | 
_ perſons there, whoſe faces he knew, he deſired to be ex- 4 
cuſed coming again to chapel, and went not thither 
again till the day before his execution, but was vilited 8 
twice a day by the ordinary in his cell. He flattered  # 
himſelf greatly with the hopes of a reprieve, which pre- 
vented him from giving that attention to his ſituation, as 
he afterwards did when he knew he was ordered for ex- 
ecution. He inſiſted he had not wronged any perſon, 
and only acted in the courſe of his buſineſs as a ſheriff's 
officer, but. owned he had done every thing he could 
in that capacity to get money, and believed that every 
perſon in that office did the ſame. „ 6 
Bolland grounded his hopes of a reprieve, on a peti- 
tion he had got preſented to the queen; in conſequence 
of which, the recorder was ſent for twice to St. James's 
on thurſday, and it was not till that evening that his 
fate was finally determined. | | 


. P 1 


It appears that Bolland, at the time of his being taken 
up for the crime for which he ſuffered, had about two 
thouſand pounds in his banker's hands; which, how- 
ever, notwithſtanding his confinement, he took care to 
. diſpoſe of, that it might not be forfeited to the ſheriffs; 
for the balance in his banker's book, was afterwards 
found to be no more than a few ſhillings due to him. 
Wedneſday morning, juſt before Bolland left the 
4.  preſs-yard, an acquaintance brought him a laſs of hot 
wine, which he accepted, ſaying, I have teen ——_— 
| | | calle 


— 
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- was in the courſe of his attendance very com 
ſaid that he was Within the letter of the law to die, but 
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would have been my fate. 


+ * On Wedneſday, March 18th, at ſeven o'clock in the 
| morning, he went to chapel, and received the holy com- 


munion, as he had once before done ſince his trial, and 
poſed, and 
in this inſtance of his conduct he . was not intentionall 
guilty, though he acknowledged that he had done othe 
things for which he had deſerved death. He was aſked, 

whether he was concerned in the hanging of his nephew. 


and apprentice ? His anſwer was, that to ſcreen his fer- 


vant who had been privy to his own acts of injuſtice, . 
he had a coroner's jury to fit upon the body of the boy, 


who, from the circumſtances that were laid before them, 


brought in their verdict lunacy, and he had the body pri- 
vately buried; and that he blamed himſelf for conniv- 
ing at that affair, and to the laſt moment denied his be- 
ing privy to, or concerned in the hanging of the boy, 
who he again ſaid was his nephew, whom he took as his 
apprentice out of a charity-ſchool. _ 

Hle was then put in a cart and conveyed to Tyburn, 
attended by the two ſheriffs, the under-ſheriff, and 


- great © concourſe of people. He behaved with great 


compoſure of mind, and declared at the place of exe- 
cution, that he never robbed man, womany or child, 


in his life-time. Two perſons on tueſday- night ſet up 
with him in the cell, as he declared he never would bz 


banged: 13 

- His behaviour in his way to, and at the place of exe- 
cution, was ſerious and devout, and in the cart he knelt 
down and ſaid the Lord's prayer, and offered up ſome 
ejaculations himſelf. The ordinary then prayed with 
him, and afterwards aſked.-him, if he had any thing to 
make known to the world, that he had hitherto con- 
cealed from him? To which he replied, that he had 
declared the truth to ſuch queſtions as he had aſked of 
him, and would do fo to any others he ſhould put to 
him ; that he was reſigned to his' fate, and wiſhed only 
to live ſo as to have made ſatisfaction to every perſon 
that could make any claim on him, for injuries received 


from him. He was about forty-ſix years of age. 
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called out of the world this way, but never thought 1e 
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